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In roduction VI

recent manuscript and lacks the introduc-
tion and about a third of the text. Verse ci-
tations are very often left out, but in the
earlier parts of the work it contains verse

illustrations missing in .
8) A manuscript belonging to Dr. S. Kia(¥),

which is altogether a very poor and often
corrupt manuscript. It has been of only limi-
ted use, and its variants are given only
in the footnotes.

In establishing the text, the editor has
also made use of Asadi’'s dictionary, the
Loghat-e Fors which antedates the Sakah'ol-Fors,
and Farhang-e Vafai, which is based on the
Sahak'ol-Fors . '

e



INTRODUCTION

The ‘present work, published here for
the first time, is considered the oldest and
the mest reliable of the extant Persian dic-
tionaries after that of Asadi-e Tusi. The
author, Mohammad ibn Hendush&dh-¢ Nakhja-
vani, who also compiled the Dasturol-Kateb in
1359 (760 a. H.) is the son of the author of
the Ta];reb' os-Salaf .

The words in the dictionary are arran-
ged first according to th.ir last letter, and
then according to their first letter. Beside
lexical information, the work contains a
wealth of quotations from the older Persian
poets. '

The following manuscripts were used
by the editor:

1) A manuscript belonging to the editor (L).
This manuscript, which is the better and
the more complete of those which were ac-
cessible totne editor, is part of a manuscript
voiume wnich contains also Montakhab-¢ Fors,
Anis’ol-Oshshaq, and a few pages of a glossary
for the Divan of Kh&qani. It was copied not
later than 1611-12 (1020 a. H.). It lacks
part of the text under the letter H and all
of the text under the letter V.

2) A manuscript belonging to the library
of Dehkhcda Lexicon (s). This is a more
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Foreword

It had long teen felt that an organized effort
was needed to publish more reliable editions of Per-
sian texts, based on the most authentic manuscripts,
and prepared by accepted critical methods. With various
collecticns of Persian manuscripts ccming to light or
becoming more easily accessible, notably those in Tur.
key, Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, and Persia, the need
for such editions had become increasingly more widely

- felt. The rapid flow of corrupt or less careful editions,

and the relatively restricted range of the excellent
Gibb Memorial Series had made the task even more
urgent.

The present series , published by the Royal Ins-
titute for Book Publications, is a step in that direction.

The series aims at definitive editions of Persian
texts in literary as well as in scientific fields. No en-
deavour is being spared in making exhaustive use of
all relevant sources. Generally, the texts are based on
the oldest available manuscripts, except when for spe-
cial reasons particular manuscripts are preferred. The
variants are carefully recorded.

Within the limits of the available data, introdu-
ctory essays attempt to throw as much light as possible
on the writer and his work. Explanatory notes, glossaries,
and appendices are provided, when necessary, to facilitate
the understanding and use of the text without recourse

to other sources.
General Editor
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