FUTHARK ALFABESININ GIZEMI

Kylver Kayasi
Stanga Gotland isveg

Mojbro Kayasi
Uppland isveg



Istaby Kayasi
Blekinge isveg

"Futhark " alfabesi M.S. 3. yiizyil ile 17. yiizyil arasinda , Kuzey Avrupa Germen halklart
arasinda (Isve¢, Norve¢, Danimarka) kullanilan bir alfabedir.Yogunlugu Isve¢ ve Norvec'de
olmak iizere Avrupa da 3500 kaya yazitinin, bu alfabe ile yazildig kabul edilmistir.

Bu makalenin konusu, diger adiyla "Riin (1) " alfabesi de denilen "Futhark" alfabesinin,
aslinda Tiirk (2) asilli GOKTURK (3) alfabesi ile ayn1 temelden kaynaklandigini dikkatinize
sunmaktir. Makalemiz, Isvec'e ait Gotland adasinda, Kylver mevkiinde bulunan kaya iizerinde
yazili ve "The Primitive Norse Futhark " olarak anilan alfabenin ve bu alfabe ile yazilmus,
"Oldest Runic Inscriptions - eski runik yazitlar " gurubuna giren yazitlardan, fotografin1 temin
edebildigimiz diger ikisinin, ( "The Mgjbro stone - Uppland ve The Istaby stone - Blekinge ")
Goktiirk'lerin de kullandig1 yazi sistemi ile Tiirkce olarak okunmasiyla sinirlidir. Konu ile
ilgili diger diisiince, yorum ve tesbitlerimize bu makalede yer verilmeyecektir. Konuya merak
duyanlarin,bizimle irtibat kurmalarin1 6neririz.

Su noktay1 6nemle belirtiriz ki; biz bu yazitlarin Goktiirkge oldugunu iddia etmiyoruz. Bizim
iddiamiz, ad1 gecen yazitlarin ve Goktiirk yazitlarinin ayni temelden kaynaklandigidir. Tabii
ki temel bir yazi1 formasyonu vardir. Gerek Goktiirk diye anilan Tiirk kavimi, gerekse de
Kuzey Avrupa Germen kavimleri bu temel alfabeden yararlanarak kendi yazi sistemlerini
kurmuslardir.



Bu sekilde 6zetledigimiz iddiammzi, "Oldest Runik " denilen Futhark alfabesi ile yazilmis
ii¢c kaya yazitini, Goktiirk alfabesini kullanip, Tiirkce olarak okuyarak kamtladik.
Dikkatinize sundugumuz bu makale, yillar siiren daha kapsamli bir aragtirmanin tiriinlerinden
sadece biridir.

Konuya yabanci olanlar i¢in, Goktiirk¢ce ve Orhun abideleri konusunda, Prof. Ergin'in anilan
kitabindan biraz bilgi verelim.

Orhun abideleri, Isvegli subay Strahlenberg tarafindan, 1730 yilinda yayimlanan
arastirmalariyla diinyaya duyurulmustur. Danimarkali Thomsen tarafindan Tiirkge olarak
coziimlenmistir. (Inscription de 1'Orkhon Déchiffrées. V. Thomsen Helsingfors 1896) (4)

Baykal goliiniin giineyinde, Orhun Nehri vadisinde, Koso Tsaydam golii civarinda 47.1°
enlem, 102.25° boylamda bulunan Kiiltigin ve Bilge Kagan yazitlar1 ve 48° enlem, 107°
boylamda bulunan Tonyukuk (5) yaziti, Orhun Abidelerinin en 6nemli yazitlaridir. 38
sekilden ibarettir. Yenisey Irmagi civarinda Orhun'dakilerden daha eski doneme ait ¢ok sayida
yazit bulunmustur. Yenisey yazitlarinda ise 150 den fazla sekil mevcuttur.

Yazi formu sagdan sola dogru okunup yazilmaktadir. Harfler bitisik degildir. Kelimeler,
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aralarina iist tiste iki nokta ":" isareti konularak, birbirlerinden ayrilmaktadirlar.
a-e, I, 0-u,b-ii

a-e, 1-1, o-u, 0-ii olmak iizere 4 sembolden olusan 8 sesli harf mevcuttur. Sesli harfler kelime
baslarinda ve ortalarinda genellikle yazilmazlar. Kelime sonlarinda yer alan sesli harfler, esas
olarak yazilirlar. Ornegin:
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"Futhark" alfabesi ve Isvec'teki yazitlara gelince; bu konuda esas aldigimiz Prof. Jansson'un
kitabinda bulunan yazitlar, kabaca iki gurupta toplanmais.

a) Eski Riinik yazitlar " The Oldest Runic Inscriptions”

b) 16 Harfli futhark yazitlar1 " The 16-Rune Futhark " diger adi ile, Viking caginda yazilmis
Riinik yazitlar "Runic Inscriptions from the Viking Age"

Eski Riinik yazitlar: 24 sembolden olusan alfabe ile yazilmistir (6). Jansson'un kitabinin
(185 sayfadir.) 9-24. sayfalar1 bu doneme ayrilmistir. Bu boliimde fotografi olan 3 tas yazit
mevcuttur bunlar;



- Kylver tas1 ( The stone from Kylver ,Gotland ) sayfa 13 (En 6nemli tastir . Futhark diye
anilan alfabe bu tasa kazinmustir.)

- Mojbro tasi ( The Mojbro stone from Uppland ) sayfa 18
- Istaby tas1 ( The Istaby stone from Blekinge) sayfa 21

Bu ii¢ yazit ¢oziimlenememekle birlikte yazarin kitabinda bir takim zorlamalarla yakistirmalar
yapilmustir. Kitabin sonunda verilen haritaya (makalemiz ekinde Ek A ) gore bu doneme ait,
Avrupada 70 den fazla yerlesim bolgesinde benzer yazitlar bol miktarda mevcuttur.

Makalemizin konusu bu yazitlardir. Ve biz bu ii¢ kayay1 ¢oziimlemis bulunmaktayiz.

16 Harfli Futhark gurubunda yer alan yazitlar ise, daha sonraki doneme aittir. 24 sembol, 16
sembole indirilmis ve bazi semboller degisiklige ugramistir. Viking ¢caginda yazilmis riinik
yazitlar da denen bu yazitlar, Iskandinav dilinde ¢ziimlenmis yazitlardir. Yazar kitabinin geri
kalan biiyiik boliimiinii bu guruba dahil yazitlarin ¢oziimlenmesine ayirmistir. Bu gurup
konumuz disindadir.

Batil1 Bilim adamlar1, Goktiirk yazitlar1 ile Kuzey Avrupa Germen yazitlar1 arasindaki
benzerlikleri farketmis ancak aradaki iliskiyi nedense (7) 1srarla reddetmislerdir.

Orhun yazitlarinin bulunmasindan (1730), yazitlarin Tiirk¢e olarak ¢éziimlenmesine (1893)
kadar gecen siire (160 kiisur sene) boyunca, milattan binlerce yil 6nce Slav - Germen 1rkinin
(Viking'lerin), Orta Asya'ya kadar gidip, oralar1 isgal edip, Orhun anitlarini diktiklerine dair
teoriler tiretmiglerdir. 1893 yilinda bu yazitlar Tiirk¢e ¢éziimlenince, onemini yok etmek i¢in,
yazitlarin M.S. 700 yillarindan kalma ve menseinin ( ispat edememekle birlikte ) Arami,
Sogd, Pehlevi alfabelerine baglamaya c¢alismislardir. Ancak agik¢a goriilmektedir ki, Orhun
yazitlarinda kullanilan semboller Futhark yazisina daha fazla benzemektedir. Benzemekten
ote goreceginiz gibi Orhun yaz1 sistemi ile ¢oziimlenmektedirler.

Bu konudaki goriisiimiiz, 2.paragrafta da belirttigimiz gibi, gerek Futhark alfabesi, gerek
Goktiirk alfabesi, gerekse yukarida sayilan Arami, Sogd, Pehlevi vs. alfabeleri, sembollerini
ayn1 temel kaynaktan (8) almiglar, uluslar zamanla degisikliklere ugratip, kendi yazi
sistemlerini olusturmuslardir.

Prof. Jansson' un kitab1 Boliim " The Oldest Runic Inscriptions" sayfa 13

Fotograf yazisi : "The stone from Kylver, Gotland, made a side-slab in a sarcophagus.On this
stone the whole Primitive Norse rune-row 1s recorded."

Fotograftaki kayanin iizerindeki yazilarin olusturdugu alfabe "The Primitive Norse futhark"
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1-6 harfe kadar Futhark diye okundugu i¢in bu isimle anilmakta ve alfabe olarak kabul
edilmektedir . Ancak bazi harfler, fotograftaki kaya tizerinde farkli sekildedirler.

Kylver tasi
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23. Sembol Tonyukuk yazitlarinda aynen Futhark alfabesindeki gibi mevcuttur.(Bknz.
Prof.Engin'in anilan kitab1 sayfa 149.) Ancak alfabede yer almamistir. Kitapta anlam olarak
'‘Bas' anlaminda kullanilmistir. Bizce de Bas ile es anlamli olan Kelle =Kel olarak kullanilir.
Iki harf birlesmis ve bir kelimeyi olusturmustur.

Iki harfin birlesip anlaml1 bir kelime olusturmasi 13. sembolde de goriiliir. Ot kelimesi tmek
= konusmak anlamindadir.Ayrica semboliin agiz seklini almas1 da dikkat ¢ekicidir.

Goktiirk¢e'nin okuma kurallarina uygun olarak,sagdan sola okuyalim.
bilke 15 inydi 0k oknca 6t akisn goydo pu Kosiitiig

bilke :  bilge, bilgi sahibi ulu kisi (mutlak akil-mutlak biling)

1S : 151k (bilge 15181 = bilgi veren 151k, melek - tanri elgisi )
inydi :  |indi (gokten indi)

ok : bizzat kendisi , (Bknz.Prof.Ergin anilan kitap sayfa 126)
okunca : ok unun ucuyla (silahinin ucundan ¢ikan .... ile )

ot : otmek konusmak (Bknz.Prof.Ergin anilan kitap sayfa 126)
akisn: |agizin ( 6t akisn = agzindan ¢ikan sozleri )

goydo : |oydu — koydu
pu: Bu
kosiitiig : ok siitun (dik siitun- dik tasa)

Giiniimiiz Tiirkgesi ile okuyalim.
Bilge 15181 indi bizzat kendisi okunun ucuyla agzindan c¢ikan sozleri oydu bu dik tasa

Bu soziin felsefi yorumunu burada yapmayacagiz.




Ancak su noktaya dikkatinizi ¢ekeriz. 24.,23.,22. sembolleri, sagdan sola okununca
(Iskandinav dilinde), ortaya cikan kelime O d ng, bizce Viking tanris1 Odin kelimesinin ¢ikis
noktasidir. Biz bu ii¢ sembolii Tiirkge, Bilge 15181 (tanr elgisi -151k veren kutsal kisi ) olarak
okumaktayiz. Genis bilgi i¢in bizimle irtibat kurunuz.

Prof. Jansson' un kitab1 Boliim " The Oldest Runic Inscriptions" sayfa 18

Fotograf yazisi : "The Majbro stone from Uppland is a memorial stone."
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Bu yazida dikkati ceken nokta bir¢ok sembol simetrisine ters konumda. Ozellikle "op"
okudugumuz "R" sembolii dikkat ¢cekiyor. biz de bu sembolii "po" olarak okuduk.

Satirlart asagidan yukariya,satir1 sagdan sola okuyalim
gopek yik op ke kelkic ikin ekgok goksiipek desinkic

gopek : Kopek

yik : yig =1yi ( Bknz .Prof Ergin'in kitab1 sayfa 140)
opla = atlamak, hiicum etmek ( Bknz.Prof Ergin'in kitab1 sayfa 125) (giintimiiz
op ke : . .
Tiirkgesinde hopla )
kelkic:  |kalkinca — kalksin
ikin : ikin =iki, ikisi,her ikisi ( Bknz.Prof Ergin'in kitab1 sayfa 114)
ekgok :  bir isim diye diisliniiyoruz.(tanrisal bir isim olmas1 muhtemel)

goksiipek gogsiipek (sonradan giiniimiiz Tiirk¢esine goziipek = kahraman olarak
: gecmis.Ancak bizce deyimin ash goksiipek = gogsii pek =gogiisii kuvvetli dir .)

desinkic : |Desin

Giintimiiz Tirkgesi ile okuyalim.

kopek iyi hucuma kalksin -saldirsin- ikisine de “‘ekgok” goziipek desin
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Prof. Jansson' un kitab1 Boliim " The Oldest Runic Inscriptions" sayfa 21

Fotograf yazis1 : "The Istaby stone from Blekinge was carved in the transition period between
the Primitive Norse period and Viking Age."
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Sagdan sola dogru okuyalim

ok gikit yaspurgu icok giirig¢ sii gikit yatpudir goic gikit yatsorg

ok : o0 - bizzat ( Bknz.Prof Ergin'in kitab1 sayfa 126)

gikit : yigit

?/aspurgu Yasadi

ok - cok (Goktiirk¢e'de yer alan i¢ semboliiniin ¢ sesi yerine kullanildigini
goxK: diisiiniiyoruz)

giiric : Gii¢

st : asker ( Bknz.Prof Ergin'in kitab1 sayfa 129)

yatpudir : |Yapmadi
goig¢ : Gog¢
yatsorg : | Yatiyor

Giiniimiiz Tiirkge'si ile okuyalim.

o yigit yasadi cok giic asker -olan- yigit yapmadi goc¢ yigit yatiyor (yatsin)



Sizin de anladiginmiz gibi, cok gii¢ sartlarda yasayan, yasadigi yeri terketmeyen (kagmayan -
go¢ etmeyen) bir askerin mezar tasi.

Coziimlemelerimiz bu kadar. Ciinkii Prof. Jansson'un kitabinin " The Oldest Runic
Inscriptions" boliimiinde sadece bu ii¢ yazili kayanin fotografi mevcut.

Sonug olarak, biz ¢oziimlememizi yaparken mutlaka kiiciik hata ve yanliglar yapmis
olabilecegimizi pesinen kabul ediyoruz. Ancak anlam yoniinden bu kayalarin,
¢Oziimledigimiz anlamlar tasidigi kanisindayiz.

Amacimiz bu konuda yeni bir tartigma ortami yaratip, konunun felsefi yoniine zenginlik
kazandirmaktir. Ancak bu felsefi yone bu makalede yer vermedik. Bu makalenin konusu
onceki sayfalarda da belirtigimiz gibi, diger adiyla "Riin " alfabesi de denilen "Futhark"

alfabesinin, aslinda Tiirk asilli GOKTURK alfabesi ile aym temelden kaynaklandigin:

dikkatinize sunmaktir.

Bu makale, daha kapsamli bir arastirmanin kiigiik bir iiriiniidiir. Daha cok bilgi icin bizimle
irtibat kurunuz.

Okunamayan kaya yazitlar1 konusunda ciddi materyal sikintis1 gekmekteyiz. Elinizdeki bilgi
ve belgeleri bizimle paylasirsaniz memnun oluruz.

Turgay Kiirim
Ocak 1994 Antalya
DIPNOTLAR

(1) Riin: Gizli yazi, Biiyii yazis1 anlamina gelmektedir. Kanimizca okunamadiklarindan bu
anlam verilmistir.

(2) Tiirk: t i r k Orhun abidelerinde bu harf sembolleri ile yazilmaktadir. Ancak Goktiirkce de
sesli harfler kelime bas ve ortalarinda yazilmadigi i¢in bizce dogru okunusu 6t ii rii k
seklindedir anlami1 6t = konugma, iiriikk = tireme, otiiriik =konusan iireyen, konusan canli =
insan anlamindadir. Irk kelimesinin de "tiriik" kelimesinin degisiminden tiiredigi kanisindayiz.

(3) Goktiirk : (GOK - KOK OTURUK ) gokten gelen konusan insanlar anlamindadir.

(4) Biz bu ¢oziimlemenin biiyiik hatalarla dolu oldugu kanisindayiz. Ancak bu konu baska bir
makale konusu oldugundan, burada yer verilmeyecektir.

(5) Tonyukuk = yanlis okundugu kanisindayiz.

3t3dd

tu wyn k k

tu yn k k = ot u yan 1k ok = yanik ok ( fire arrow )



(6) Bu alfabe Biiyiik Larousse 19.cilt, 10000. sayfada, Riin-Riinik maddesinde yer almakta ve
sembolleri ayrica gosterilmektedir. 13.harf yanlis basilmistir. Dogrusu makalemizdeki gibidir.

(7) Nedeni tarafimizca gayet iyi bilinmektedir. Ancak konumuz disindadir.
(8) Bu temel kaynak tarafimizca bilinmektedir. Ancak konumuz disindadir.
Makalemizde yararlandigimiz kaynaklar (Bibliyografya) sunlardir.

a) Runinskrifter i Sverige Prof. Sven B. F. Jansson AWE / Gebers 1963 Ingilizce baskisi
Runes in Sweden Royal Academy of Letters ... GIDLUNDS Wirnamo / Sweden 1987

b) Orhun Abideleri Prof. Muharrem Ergin Bogazici Yayinlari istanbul / Tiirkiye 1988

¢) Grand Dictionnaire Encyclopédique Larousse (GDEL) Tiirkce baskis1 Biiyiik Larousse
Interpres (Milliyet) Istanbul / Tiirkiye 1993

Isve¢' te bulunan kaya yazitlari, Prof. Jansson'un kitabinda fotograflari ile mevcuttur.
Semboller, fotograflarda gayet belirgin bir sekilde goriilmektedir.

Kullandigimiz Goktiirk alfabesi Biiyiik Larousse cilt 9, sayfa 4678 deki Goktiirkge
maddesinde verilen alfabedir. Makalemiz ekinde mevcuttur. (EkK B - C)

Goktiirkce konusunda detayl bilgiyi Prof. Ergin'in anilan kitabinda bulabilirsiniz.

Ek A Prof. Jansson' un kitab1 sayfa 186 (Eski Futhark yazitlarin bulundugu yerleri gosteren
harita.)
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Ek B

Biiyiik Larousse cilt 9 sayfa 4678



ORHON

Klasik| Bagka YENISEY Ses dederi
Sekiller
Classic | Other figures Fhonetics value
7 13X ¢ a,e % fontvowel
ﬁ kapal e Mauth is close - &-
F MNCIT ' | 2 Santvowel
} % ) ) s o,u hack vowel
" v)‘ l" N l'. ¢ , ¥ front voweel

D

Pqoo

v ( kalin tnldlerle)

wirith back wovel

?
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y (ince dnlilerle )

with front wovel
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b { kalin Gnlilerle )

wirith back wovel
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Biiyiik Larousse cilt 9 sayfa 4679
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Klasik

Classic

Baska
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Other figures
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¥

Y D

L {ince Onliilerle )
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M

-t , -id (sdzclk sonu )

end ofthe ward

AW

» P Ko

-m (sbézcilk sonu )

end ofthe ward
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N\ ro e

-n { ard damak n si - sézclik sonu )
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end of the ward
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hhihh
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L
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end of the word

sdzclk ayirmaigareti

separate two words




MYSTERY OF THE FUTHARK ALPHABET

The Futhark alphabet was used by the North European Germanic peoples (the Swedish,
Norwegian and Danish) between the 3rd and 17th centuries A.D. About 3500 stone
monuments in Europe, concentrated mostly in Sweden and Norway, are claimed to have been
inscribed with this writing.

The purpose of this article is to draw the readers' attention to the fact that this Futhark
alphabet, which is also called the Runic (1) stemmed from the very same origin as did the
ancient Turkish (2) inscriptions with Gokturk (3) alphabet.The article is concerned solely
with reading the alphabet known as "the primitive futhark", found inscribed on a rock in
Kylver on Gotland Island, Sweden, in addition to the other two stone monuments, namely the
Mojbro stone in Uppland, and the Istaby stone in Blekinge, with their photographs available,
and which are considered to belong to the group classified as the oldest runic inscriptions, by
matching their characters with those in the Gokturk inscriptions, and thus being able to
decipher them in Turkish. Further ideas, interpretations and opinions in relation to this
particular subject shall not be treated within this article. I suggest that more interested readers
should get in touch with us directly.

I would like to emphasize the point that I am not advocating any claim on these texts being
written in the Gokturk script or vice versa. My claim is that the alphabets of these monuments
found in both Europe and the Central Asia have stemmed from a common origin in a very
remote past. Then, it was only a natural development for the Turkish, and the Germanic tribes
that, although in locations so far away from each other, they could seperately carry on with
this heritage of writing. I hold the belief that I have been able to prove the claim summarized
above by reading the monuments written in Futhark alphabet, or the Oldest Runic, in
Turkish through the help of the Gokturk alphabet. The result submitted to your reading
here is just a small part of a greater research that has been going on for the past several years

).

The Orhun (5) monuments were discovered by a Swedish officer named Strahlenberg, and
his finding was made known by publications in 1730. In 1893, the Danish scholar Thomsen
was able to decipher these inscriptions and declare that they were written in Turkish (6).The
monuments of Kultigin and Bilge Kagan, situated near the Kosho-Tsaydam lake in the
Orhun River valley to the south of the Lake Baykal, and that of Sage Tonyukuk, the Deputy-
Khan (7) a little farther, are the three important memorials which make up what is known in
general as the Orhun Monuments. The inscription used on them consists 38 characters.
Numerous stone monuments are also found around the Yenisei River, but they belong to a
period much earlier than that of the Orhun pieces, and there are in excess of 150 Skyturkish
character-forms used on. The ancient Turkish script was written vertically with the lines
running from top left downwards to the bottom right, and read accordingly, that is from right
to left when the text is laid down on its right side. The individual marks are not joined, and the
full or partial sentences are seperated with a column mark " : " in between.

FION

a-e, I, 0-u,i-i

The eight vowel sounds of Turkish, are represented in couples by 4 marks, and they usually
are not employed in the beginning and the middle syllables of a word, but are shown in the
last syllable, or if they occur at the end. For example:



A

¢ = ot.ob.ojh.ag otbodag

a ferocious bull, or a fire-breathing dragon (8).
t ng T i = +tngeri; tengy = tann

The "god", or "a deity".

~ $rp
o
i

As for the Futhark alphabet employed on the stones found in Sweden, the monuments
bearing this inscription are studied in two main chapters in Prof.Jansson's study:

a) The oldest runic inscriptions
b) The 16-rune Futhark and Runic inscriptions from the Viking Age.

The oldest runic inscriptions are written with an alphabet of 24 characters (9).The chapter,
from pages 9 to 24, in Prof.Jansson's book of 185 pages is devoted to this particular period.
The three stone inscriptions which are mentioned in this part are:

- The stone from Kylver farm in Stanga (Gotland). This is the oldest relic found in Sweden,
dating back to the fifth century. (p.13)

- The Mojbro stone from Uppland. (p.18)
- The Istaby stone from Blekinge. (p.21)

Although these three monuments are declared as not deciphered yet, the author is attempting
at some unfounded assumptions in relation to their contents. According to the map supplied at
the end of this book, there happens to be numerous stones, which are inscribed with the same
alphabet and belong to the same period of history, in more than 70 locations in the north and
northwest of Europe. (Appendix A). In this article, the decipherment of the three stones
mentioned above is accounted.

The monuments considered to be in the 16-rune futhark group belong to a later period called
the Viking Age which started at about AD. 800. During this period, the 24-characters of the
Primitive Norse runes became simplified and reduced to 16-rune series.The pages 25-30 and
the rest of the book in Jansson's study are allocated to this subject which is beyond the
concern of my article.

The Europen scholars have come to recognize from the very beginning the obvious similarity
between the character forms of the Primitive Norse stones and those of the C.Asian Gokturk
monuments, but for certain various reasons have refrained from tackling this point by denying
all kinds of plausible relations. All throughout the period of 160 years that elapsed between
the years of 1730 and 1893, that is between the discovery of Orhun monuments and their
definitely final decipherment, fanciful theories were fabricated about the Vikings' (or Indo-
Germans', or Celts', or Goths') prehistoric emigrations into C.Asia, and the erection of Orhun
stones as landmarks of their presence and civilization dating back to several thousands of
years BC in that region. Only when in 1893, it was understood that these inscriptions were not
written in any other tongue but pure Turkish, then those fanciful theories were discarded, and
the proposed pre-historic datings were revised to be not earlier than AD 700. Even today, a
number of academicians are still straining at finding a Sogdian, Persian or Aramaic origin for



Turkish inscriptions, but their efforts at proving their claims all end in vain. A casual
comparision of ancient scripts is all needed to see that the characters used in Orhun
monuments are more identical with the futhark than any of those alleged originals. Besides
this close resemblance, it is an exciting fact that the Primitive Norse runes declared to have
ambiguous contexts can be rendered meaningfully when they are exposed to our novel method
of read-ing ancient Turkish scripts.

As I have remarked at the beginning of this article, it must be kept in mind that the ancient
Turkish script used in Central Asia and the Primitive Norse futhark in Europe, as well as those
other scripts mentioned in passing above, have all stemmed from a common origin in a very
remote past. Then, the Turkish, Germanic, and other tribes have independently relied on this
common legacy of writing for the monuments in their own tongues.

The stone from Kylver farm in Stanga (Gotland) .
Now, we can take a closer look at the photograph supplied on page 13 in Prof. Jansson's book:

The whole Primitive Norse rune-row is recorded on a stone, used as a side-slab in a
sarcophagus, and found in Kylver farm in Gotland.

FNBER XD NYRESTE  TRMATa MR

fuparkgw h nijpenrns tbemIngd o
1 2 34 347 8 9 1NILIZ L3 14 1516 1ITIE 1T 20 21 212 23 4

Since the characters from the 1st to the 6th spell out futhark, this word is used to denote the
runic script. However, some characters are cut slightly different on the stone than what is
shown within the text above:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 111213 1415 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
rkgwhl‘lij"?ﬂﬁth&m ng d ©P

FMFR<XPH+I@EIT$TBHI’HDNR
FADARCXPNYIZES LS TEMNT o MR
ERI>ABS>XPANIARLIAI TBMNTE DI Rooun

g tso kup od y g ns k ota ¢ng k kid yni s kIl b
I kup o d v go nosika 4 a ¢ ng okdk id yni s kel hi

An identical form of the futhark character shown under #23 is also found in the Tonyukuk
inscription, and commented upon on page 149 in Prof.Ergin's book, although it is not given in
the main list of symbols. In this book, it is stated to mean "head". But for me, it signifies k+I.
kel kelle, which is a synonim for the same word, and a composite form of these two distinct
characters. The same thing can be said for the character #13: It is a composite form of the
symbols

o+t = 8, difrmek)

meaning (to) talk, (to) speak in English. It is also interesting if we consider the form as a
pictoglyph of an open mouth.




Now, I shall venture to read this 24-character rune row, from right to left, by applying the
rules of reading Gokturk inscriptions:

bilke 15 inydi 6k oknga 6t akisn goydo pu oksLtlg

hilke wize man, sage; one of wisdom
15 fight, hight of wisdom, knowledge

inydi - arnived / descended (from the sk

&k himself, his own self
oknga with the (pomted) tip

tt to speak (a5 the birds chin)
aksin through fis mouth (the words he Wttered)
goydo he put by caningl, he carved
pu this
oksltiy column, erectad slab of stone

The meaning obtained thru reading the above piece, as if it were written in ancient Turkish,
can roughly be rendered in today's English as follows:

The light of wisdom arrived/descended, he himself carved onto this erect stone, with (
the pointed tip of ) his arrow/dagger, the words he uttered/spoke through his own
mouth.

I shall refrain from venturing into any philological or philosophical interpretations here. But, I
would like to draw your attention to the emergence of the word O.d.ng, when the characters
numbered 24, 23, 22 are considered in their runic namesakes. In the Scandinavian mythology,
it was Odin, the Norse God who brought the gift of divine script to mankind. Then, the very
name of the god in these three symbols read out as the light of wisdom (alias the divine
reason), or the sage/lord of light in ancient Turkish... The readers further interested in this
subject should get in touch with me.

The Mojbro stone from Uppland, which is a memorial monument:

TAHXARIAHAHAAE TANAATG AN Sawe
YINIXITNRARAANR YAMABAPAR @ Gocine

ic knsd kpiiskg kgknek ic k k1l kopk ¥ kop g
o kool s de kep Us ko g ké greni ki o k kol heop ki v ke op g

In this script, our attention is drawn to the placement of some characters backwards.
Especially, the rune R, read as "op", is peculiar. For this reason, I have read it as "po".
Reading from right to left, starting with the bottom line:

gopek yik op ke kelkic ikin ekgdk gbékslipek desinkic

gopek  dog

vk well
op ke o attack; to charge
kelkic underake for] achisve

ikin  both; both of them
ekgiok  mother-shy g sacred sky-spint; mother nature (ov] goddess of shy

giksipek bold: brave fof] courageous
desinkic  to say, to state; to acknowledge



The meaning obtained thru reading the above piece, as if it were written in ancient Turkish,
can roughly be rendered in today's English as follows:

(May both of) the dog(s) charge well; so that the sacred sky-spirit acknowledges their
boldness..

.—’/’r-‘ \
"m] et dh On this stone, under the inscription, there is a carving of a rider on
g H. fl{ﬂ | his horse, holding up a round shield in his left hand while
] RN \ brandishing his weapon in his right. There are two dogs running
/ L i ,[> \ beside the horse, as if all of them are engaged in an attack.
E {{;IJ f?ﬁ.\’h- Y Also, the writing style of the symbols and the density of symbols,
! 1

I‘__.H“ 1 i
Y ”3 : “l-f’ f ; l'L, means the less character spacing, on the left corner, proves the
ﬂ| o J TS original writing style was from right to left.

The Istaby stone from Blekinge, which was carved in the transition period between the
Primitive Norse period and Viking Age:

Nl NPT PYNLATRAPA R Y UF T NURIPNTFF I st
AMS>HPRIAEY MR PRACTYHEATY A M1B P [REA oirkee

gr sotyti kgicg ridupt Ytikgsicrg kkico rupsytikag k
gr sotyat i kigiggo r dupt yati kigsiic rgd k koiggur upsyat i kig ki

Reading the inscription from right to left:

ok gikit yaspurgu igok glri¢ si gikit yvatpudir goig gikit yatsorg

ik he, hls own seff
gikit brawve
yaspurgu T
igok rmuch, many
glrig farte, force(fll, hard{shin]
sl army, soldiers
yatpudir  committed not

qoig  flight, migration
yatsorg  les fhersin

he (who was) brave (and) lived through many hardships (of) army, committed not flight
(or did not desert his post of duty) lies herein...

Truly a fitting epitaph for a soul who endured much in his wordly life.



My deciphering ends here, because the photographs of only these three stones are supplied
within the chapter titled "The Oldest Runic Inscriptions" in Prof. Jansson's book. In
conclusion, I admit that I might have made some minor mistakes and errors in my treatment
of the subject. However, I hold the opinion that these stones do contain the messages of
similar meanings in more or less the same way as I have striven to put forward. My purpose is
to initiate a new interest in this ancient inscriptions and be of help in starting up a fresh
discussion in regard to their contents. For this reason, I have not dwelt on speculative
interpretations, but wanted to remark that the Primitive Norse futhark or the rune alphabet
have stemmed from a much older common origin as that of the Gokturks.

January 1994
Turgay Kurum
FOOTNOTES

(17 Runie: Described a5 the secret or magic writing, believed to have been delivered to mankind by Odin, the Morse God,

(21 Turk: The noun novy designates the peoples of certain nations. On the QA monuments in C.Asia, this woard was

spelt in ancient script a5 t.dar. K. Since each mark ariginally had a syllakic value, the vowels swere usually not shown at
the beginning and the middle of the writing, except in cettain cases. Therefore, in our opinion, the correct rendering (as per
the works cited in our Foothate #4 below) is to be et.ir.ek and ot.dr.dk, meaning both the fesf-born-belngs f racels),
ahd sipging fehirping Beings (able to cormmunicate ke birda) S racels), gt the same time.

(31 Goktark: The noun Sky-turkig), in wwhich the adjectives of Blue, Root and East are also dencted as well as the Sky,
designated a far-flung confederative ermpire of Turkish and allied nations in historical times between c. 300 BC. and 500 AD,
followwing the demize of Huns and the Hunnish Empire. Apart fram the histarical facts associated with Sky-turks, we are of
the opinion that this noun dates back to much remoter times in prehistory. In its conceptual form, the word is a crasis of

the svilables: Gok*koG:eT .ur.ek f aT.ir.dk, meaningthe SkytrooT beings s raceis) which ariginated in ahd descended
frown the Bloe S Sky, in addition to what was explained for the word Turk in Footnote #3 above.

(47 Thiz research is initisted by Dogan Tarker, whose method helped me define my spproach in this article. His original
papers can he accessed & the State Mational Library, Ankara, under the titles "Gok*kdG Ana Dil'e Dodgru Bakis (& Correct
Yiew on the Sky*rooT Mother Tongue), Ho.1993:4.4029" and "Gok*koG Bitgik (The Book of Sky*rooT United),
Ho.1993/4.4030". Anaother wwark in English by Dodan Tirker, & lexicon disclosing the Turkish rocts of certain Enalish and
European words, and concepts, such as dkonomielfeconomy, is his "Some Hotes on the Sky*rooT Fl{a/e)sh-Born
Mother Tongue, Ho.1993/4.4031".

(5) Orhun: YVariahly spet as Orhun, Orkun, oF Orkbun, ahd considered to be simply the place name in discussion, actually
contains in its two syllables a triple reading and meaning respectively. Please refer ta the works cited in Footenote #4.

(67 We are of the opinion that there are guite a number of misreadings and errars in the interpretations of these ancient
Turkish texts, but we refrain from entering any discussions here for the simple reason that they are the subject matter of
ancther article.

(71 Tonyukuk: The word written a5 1. 0. yn. K. K. i believed to stand for the natme of a Sage, who is presumed to have
heen raised in China, and then progressed to fill the rank of Royal Counsel and Deputy-Khan, is, according to Turker,

a wyrong deduction based on misreading these consonnant marks and mixing i with some historical but unrelated records
found in the Chinese annals. His radical reconstruction of reading these marks as otu. yan. IK. ok., meaning in English

the fiaming-arrow | sighifies the legendary leader who brought the fire and the other basics of civilization to the primitives
on earth. TOrker remarks that otoyvambok alzo stands for the ater name of ap.er.am : ot/at .ogh.us, too wel khown in the
Greek fable as Titan Promethens which in fact is a corrupted reading of this original Turkish wording. Torker maintains that
confusing the legendary heroes of the sagas with the historical characters mentioned in the latter-day recards is a gross
mistake on part of the historians concerned, if not deliberately an act of "uprocting the legacy of Turqu-oise Gods".

(8) According to Tirker, the word Tabdag, believed to stand for the name of China in ancient Turkish, is also a misnomer
hased on & misreading of the consonnant marks 1. b, 4. ¢ His radical reconstruction of reading these marks is
ot.ob.ogh.-ag; otbodas, which signifies a herbi- (or carni-) vorous dinosaur, sppropristely depicted as a fire-hreathing
dragon in the legends of ald, and the reasons for its being treated as such are explained in his aforementioned works.

(9] The character-symbals of this alphabet are reproduced under the entry Rin and Runik in 8dyis Laronsse
encycloped- iapage 10000, volume 19, Since the 1 3th character printed there is wrong, ts correct form is also shown in
aur article.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ergin, Prof. Muharrem, Orhun Abideleri; Bogazici Yayinlari, Istanbul, Turkiye 1988. More

specific information on the Gokturks and their inscription is accessible in Prof. Ergin's concise book.

Jansson, Prof. Sven B.F., Runes in Sweden; translated by Peter Foote, Gidlunds, Varnamo,
Sweden 1987. (English edition of Runinskrifter i Sverige, AWE/Gebers 1963). The photographs

of the stone monuments in Sweden (Appendix A) are provided in Prof. Jansson's book. The inscriptions are
clearly legible in these photographs.

Buyuk Larousse, Interpress-Milliyet, Istanbul, Turkiye 1993; The Turkish edition of Grand

Dictionnaire Encyclopedique, Larousse (GDEL), Paris, France. The Gokturk alphabet used in this
article is taken from the encyclopedia's entry Gokturkce on page 4678, vol. 9. (Appendices B and C).



