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OSNIANLILAR VE BIZANS (r 3oo- t+S:)

Siz;trts intoltraiorluiu'nurr payiLahtL lbaEkentj oiarak ist:rnbiLl, brr ig-
levini il'1..:irr r)oa.-Iz6r donerninde Latiriler iciaresine secii6i zarrL.v/Lrr rrf\rrr rzv.y-L'oL uUJIetllliIuc LaLllileI i(:lafe-^-^.- o-;-^!)- -... nen yl-
tirrnigt.ir; o zaman intparatorluk r:esitli kriguk devletlere bolurrntustu.
istanbr-ii'il Latinlet-'den geri alan PalaroloEoslar'rn donemitrcle (rz-6r-
I+53) irnpararorluk Batr Anadolrr'1'r: 'f urkmerr beylikLerine brrakr:rak
zctutrCa kalmigtrr; Karacieniz'de rre Ege Adaiarr'nda ise Ver-reoikliler
ve Cleuevizliler egeinen olmr-LE; haltalo$azlar'rn clenetirnini ve istan-
ltul'utr deniz aqtn tir:aretini tamarnryla elierine gccir nrisierdi.
t3rto'l:rde Osmanir Beyligi kuruldr-rgu zamiln, Bizans'rn denetrmi al-
rLrtila bulunan topnkler, BaLkanllr'da lte<ya'nLtr, Anadolu'da cia
tslthynia'ntu oLcsine gecmiycrclu. Ozetle, istanbiLL qoktlr. beri bir inr-
uaratorluk rnerkezi olmaktan grkrnrs bulunuyordu. Kent "koyleqmig",
nufusu da azahnrgtr. Kentin nrifusu bu donemde 3o bin ile 6o brn
tahniin edilmektedir. Haibuki, Konstantinopolis'in parlak doneminde
rriifirS V:trtnt milVOna erisjvordi' r -,ii -,,.1 A ^ trt^fin Ilrhis're sehifdg(.'.L(rur j(LLrrrr rrrrrjvtrq \_rrir)vrl{Lr. ), ;1 vtty r.Lla!a r\\JLil.t \JrLltJ LE !clII.

43BB d-omus (ev) ve rq4frin kaydedilnligtir. Palaioiogoslar doi-reminde
istanbul'un d.eniz a$rrl ticareti., Haliq limanr bolgesinde yerlesen \-e-
nedil.:iiier'in elinCeydi. Kargr tarafta Gaiatada ise Cenevizliler ege-
mendi. Bu donemde Galata'ntn gummk geliri zoo bin alr,rna yukselir-
ken, istanbui'unki ancak 3o bin altrndr.

Osmanirlar, daha r34o'lara dogru Bithynia'yi ve Kocaeli'ni tamamryla
denetimleri altrna ahp Qanakkale ve istanbui Boiazlan'na dayanmrq-
lar; r35z de Gelibolu Yanmadasr'nda yeriegip r36r'de Trakya'yr ve
onun merkezi Edirne'yi egemeniik altrna aimrglardr. Boylece, istanbul
daha bu tarihte, her yandan Osmanh Devleti tarafindan sanlmrg, Bi-
zans egemenligi kente yakrn bazr kasabalar ile Karadeniz kryrlannda
birkag liman uzerinde kalmrgtr. Daha r36o'ta Osmanhlar, Qorlu dog-
rultusunda iierledikleri zaman italya'da istanbul igin bir Osmanli
tehlikesinden soz edilmeye bagianmrqtrr. Osmanhlar, Bizanshlar'rn
Balkan muttefiklerini yendikten (Chermanon Savagr, ry7r) bir yrl
sonra Palaiologoslar Osmanh suitanrnr metbu tanrmrg ve ona ytlhk
r5 bin altin harag odemeyi kabul etmiqlerdir. Boylece daha r37z'de
Bizans, Osmanh imparatorluiu'nun bir parqasl haline gelmigti.

Kenti, dofrudan doiruya Osmanli egemenliS altrna sokma girigimi,
I. Bayezid doneminde (r385-r4oz) baqlamrg; Osmanh Devleti, T\rna'ya
kadar Balkanlar'r ve Frrat'a kadar Anadolu'yu egemenlik altrna alarak
bir imparatorluk haline geimiq; Avrupa kaynaklan daha o zaman Ba-
yezid'i "imperator" diye anmaya baqlamrgtrr. istanbill, o zaman, Bi-
zans imparatorluiu'nu Balkanlar ve Anadolu'da ihya etmis olan Os-
manh imparatorluiu'nun doiai merkezi oiarak gorunuyordu. Bi-
zans'ta hanedan ve idareci. srnrf, istanbul igrn kurtulugu yalnrzca Arr-
rupa'dan gelecek bir yardrrnda, bir Haqh seferincie gcrtiyordu. Daha
rrzr'de Riznnq i---,raf^rrr \,'in2pppq Paleinlncnq Rnnrn'da Pel- )/ L vv ,mpafatofu V. 1O*--- --o-, ** ^ --ra Jv*\ ZI'
varet edprpk kiliselerin birlici 'ze Osrnanhlar'a kars: nir Hncl: seferi
-/.-..."jlv/L

l,;c ni-llanlda eorus meler vaprnr str. i s tanbui'd a ekon o r-nik de ne tirn

THE OTTOUIANS AND BYZANI'IUM (r3oo-r453)

lsranilul haC Iost its itrnction es tl.:e capital oi
tha 3)r7::Intine Lnrpirr cirrirt< the [.aiir::rrle
bet'x,r'rn r 2o.+- r 2,6 r, when the Errlpire was
clivide,:1 into a nulnber. oi srnall stittes. Br:tr*een
i ?b I - J;5;, drrrilE :tr,-, p'::iod ci 't-r+ ?ali-eologi
,.zho ccrrqu:rc,i lhe cily' ir,,r.; :l-.: Lafirrs, the
Enip.irt: had be:n obllg;':ti io lerve rhe control of
lvestein Anatolia lO the T,.uf:'rtn:-irr principalities.
i)urtng the s::'rne i.eriod, the Fjlac}: Sea arrci lhe
.A.cseiin Isiarrtls liad passed to the :ule of the
Venetian:s anci tlle Cenoese, ,vho were also in
control of the Straits and the cverseas tr:rde of
lstarLbirl. ln the r 3';os, -,vhcn ihe Ottoman
nri'teir>al;r'r u,:* fnrrn'l.d 3vz;:nrinp il)lp \vas'' '-" -' l
alreaciy lin-riteci to 'Ihrace in ihe ilalkans and
Bitnyiria in Anatolia. Iu shoit, Istanbul trad Lor.-q

ccas..d io b+' l,n ::rrnor;,rl ronFrF The -it-" haci....t-".'...
lost its r:rban character er:ci its population had
ciin'rinisheci. 'l'he pooulation oi the ciry during
this peiioci is eStimated to have been between
3tr,oco and 6o.ooo, vrhereas during the
prospercus tlmes of Constantinople, it had been
no less tha.n half a rnillion. 43d8 domus (houses)
and r4.r bakeries are recorded in the 5th century
Notia Urbis. During the period of the Palaeoicgi
the overseas trade of Istanbul was in the hands
of ihe -Venetians who were settled in the
harbour region of the Golden Horn. The Galata
resion on the other side of the city was
controlled by the Genoese. During this period,
the customs revenue of Galata had reached
2oo,ooo gold coins, while that of Istanbul stood
at 3o,ooo.

The Ottomans had already conquered the whoie
of sithynia and the Kocaeli region as early as
the r34os, and expanded their territory up to the
Dardanelles and the Bosphorus. ln r35z they
settled at the Gallipoli Peninsula and in r36r
conquered Thrace together with its central city
Edirne. Thus, the city of istanbul was already
surrounded by the Ottoman State on all sides
and Byzantine rule was limited io some villages
around the city and to a few ports on the Black
Sea. The Ottoman threat to Istanbui had come to
the agenda in Italy as early as r36o, when the
Ottomans marched towards Coriu. One vear
after the Ottoman victory 

"g"i.rrt 
the Byzantine

allies in the Baikans (Chermanon Battle, r37r),
ihe Emperor recognized the Ottoman Sultan as
the suzerain and accepted to pay him a tribute
of r5,ooo gold coins annually. Thus, the
Byzantine Empire had becorne a part of the
Oftoman Empire as early as 1372.

Attempts towards establishing direct Ottoman
sovereignty over the city comntenced during the
reign of Bayezid I ir385-i'poz). The Ottoman
State, after conquering the Baikans up to ihe
River Danube and A.naiolia up to the River
Euphrates, became an empire and Bavezici
began to be referred [o as "Emperor" in
Eurcpean sources. Istanbui,vas considered as
the natural cenrre of the Ottoman Empire, ,,rrhicn

had repiaceC the Syzantine Empire in the
tsaikar-rs '-llC Anatolia. 1'he Eyzantine dynasry
end the rulinq :riie b.:iiev-C that :rrilirarv eici'.. "'D -"
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ku r:rnr-rq olirn Ve ned ik,
boyle bir l{aqh seferini tra-
zrrlamakt:r baqr gekmek
teycli. I Bayezid r394'ten
beri Kor-rstantir-ropolis'i ab -

iuka altrna alrnrqtr. Niha-
. -r 1 ;yci r396'da Istanbul'u kur-

terrmak, Ost-nanhlar'r Bal-
kaniardan sirnip grkar-
nrak igin Alnranya, Frarrsa
ve italya'ya kadar irer yan-
dan Fiagh gonrillulerin ge-
lip katik.hQr bLryilk bir Hag
Ir ortlrrsu, ilrlacaristan kralr
(icrisrrrntr rl irrr rpqi rrdn N.ii i-""'' "'5
bolu (Nicopolis) onunc. ka-
clar ilerledi. O zainran Ve-
nedik donanmasr Karade-
niz'e oelrnis IJrr-lr nrdrrcl

'Y, ""Y" v!u\f,!'u

ile Tirna uzerinden ternas
kurmtrgtu. Bayezicl, Haelr-
lar'r Ntiboir-r onunde tam
bir bozguna uirai[r (25 Ey-
iiil r396). Tekrar Konstan-
tinonolis orr iindr. onriin--..."r 6vr url
rliiX;i ry^'--^ a;.uuBu LdLtLdrr lltzans Impa-
ratorLl, kentte bir Turk
mahallesinin ve bir kadr-
nln yerlegmesini, ayrlca
rrrltlo tn l-ri- -l+,^ ).^-^^
Jtruq. rv Lrrrl aILtll IId.J-dL

vermeyi kabul ederek ba-
rrc \ranrnrlz .^-1nda kaldf .qr\ &vI I
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Venedikliler kentin Osmanhl
kaygr duydular, ama Bizans,

ar'rn eline geqeceginden ciddi olarak
Timur'un Ankara Savagr'nda Bayezid'i

Res.r Yaklaqrk r5oo'de Tarihi Yanmada, istanbul
(The Encyclopaedia of Islam).
Fig.r Historical Peninsula of Istanbul in about r5oo AD
(The Encyclopaedia of Islam).

from Europe, i.e. a Crusade, was the sole
remedy for the survival of Istanbul. 1n r37r, the
Byzantine Emperor Ioannes V palaeologus had
visited the Pope in Rome and discussed the
prospects of the union of the two churches and
a new Crusade against the Ottomans. The
preparations for this Crusade were led bv the
Venelians who had established economic control
over Istanbul. The city of Constantinople had
been under the siege of Bayezid I since r394.
Finally, in r396, a huge Crusade formed by
volunteers from many countries including
Germany, France and ltaiy, proceeded as far as
Nicopoiis under the command of the Hungarian
King Sigismond, with the aim of liberating
Istanbul and expeiling the Ottomans from the
Balkans. Meanwhiie, the Venetian fleet had
sailed to the Black Sea and established contact
w'ith the Crusaders along the river Danube. The
Crusaders were badly defeated by Bayezid near
Nicopolis (September 25, r396). The Byzanrine
Emperor, on returning to Constantinople, had to
make peace with the Oftomans and accepted the
establishment of a T\-rrkish district and the
presence of an Ottoman kadr (cadi) in the ciry, as
weil as agreeing to pay a tribute of ro,ooo gold
coins annually. Although the Venetians started
to be seriously concerned about the fatl of the
city into the hands of Ottomans, when
Tamerlane defeateci Bavezid and took him
prisonc'r during the Ar.kara Battle ir.1ol),

esir almasryia kurtuldu (r4o zJ.

osmanhlar, Bi.zans'r almak iqin, biri r4rr'de, oteki r422'de oimak ize-
re rki kez daha giriqimde bulundular.

SULTAN rr. MEHMED VE FETIH OuqUruCESi

Dunya tarihinde yeni bir gag baqlatmr$ sayrlan Fatih sultan Mehmed
r444t'te henuz r3 yagrndayken tahta crktr. iki yrl suren bu saltanat
doneminde gerqek denetim, kudretlr vezvazam Qandarli Halii pa-

9a'nln elindeydi. t4l4 sonbahannda Macar krair idaresinde yeni bir
Hagh ordusu Balkanlar'r geqerek Edirne'ye yakrn Varna kalesine ka-
dar ilerledigi zaman Bizans'ta Osmanh tehlikesinden kurtulma umu-
du en yuksek noktaya u1ast1. Bu buhranh durumda Qandarir, sultan
II. Murad'r acele ordunun bagrna qagrdr. Varna'daki osmanir zaferi
(ro Kasrm r+++), osmanh Devleti'ni gokme tehlikesinden kurtardr.
osmanhlar, r43g'da Floransa'ya giderek bu Hagh saldrnsrnr teqvik
eden Bizans imparatorunu sorumlu tutuyor).ardr. Konstantinopolls'i
aimak, artrk her ne pahaslna olursa olsun Bizans'r ortadan kaldrr-
mak karanna o zaman vardilar. II. Murad, Varna zaferinden sonra da
Qandarir'nrn arzusuna kargrn, oglu II. Mehmed'i tahtta brraktr; gunku
istanbul'da Orhan Qelebi Osmanh tahu uzerinde hak idclia etmektey-
J; A+^ ,,^-l^* TT tr,r^L*^1,:'- l^]^t^-- \ /^,-- ------ r,!rr. wLc yd.lrud.rr, II. Mehmed',i.n laialan, Varna savS$intn gerqek kanra-
manr Sehabeddin Paga ve Zaf;anos Paqa genq suitanr tahtta tr-rtmak
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anlacryla istanbul'un fetlri icin derltal hareketc gecmek gercktiiine
ir'trnrvnrl errl r l--rLrf r t n,A'Ar C:-rnrlerlr hir rrr.nicori i,:\/rnr crlzrri-l-r)-,,- r,r.,./uu (,!r:, u .,y-II tSydilt qlK;lti t;!o-
cllk sultanln durllrna hakim olamadrflnl iieri slirerek SrLlran Murad'r
tekrar tahta grkardt Genq sultan, Manisa'ya gonclerildi. rB .,SLr'oat
r45t'de, babasttttn oltimll lzerine tekrar ta]'rta geginceye kaclar beq
yrilik sure, genq adarnrn biigi ve denevimi bakrrnrndan son ccrccr
onemlidir.

-,^J^ :1,:^^: l.^- r^l-*^ ^,r,-n il I'Jehrrred if re ve dtsfa zavrf birIy ydllllLtcl lA.lllLI .f'CZ. LctIlLd. \f f'drr rr. rvrLrrlllLL,|.) r\rLL v! uriLu LG)r r!

hukurndar sayrhyordu. Bu sebeple istanbul'un fethi, kendi salr-anaLr-
nrn pekiEmesi bakr.mrndan bir zaruretti. Ulema srnrfindan gelen Q"n-
darlr'dan farkh olarak $ehabeddin ve Zafanos, asker pagalardr; istan-
bul'un fethinin i4-i-1 Varna zaferinden sonra guq olntadrIina inanr-
yorlar; genq sultanrn ve kendilerinin iktidan tarn olarak ellerine ge-
girrnede fethin zcrutrlu olduiunu dusunuyorlardr. O srrrlarda Bizansi-^---r^-" ^^']ranlr tahtrndaki selr- sirltnnrn r;kihi Orh.rn Cplehi'virrrlPdrOLUllL, \-/JIIldlILL L.ttlLLtLl,{d-trrl S.-.,\ JurLuLlLl. l(L\tUt Vlrtdrr \LrLUr )r

yanrnda tutuyor ve Mehmed'in saltanatlr-rr tehdit ediyorclr-r. Orhan,
I,t,r.4-'te Istanhttl'dan Rttmpli'yo oeCerek bir iSvan ^;-;-;*';'.''r^ L"lU.-
!ffi Lu rrLuLrJu, \lcLII I\LtIILCtr y= EL!LLLr\ ur! rJ)criL k:Il tJILtILtl,(.{(: ULi

nrugtu. Onun r-153 kr-rsatrnasrnda surlar- r-istunCe Fatih'e karEr savas-
ttStnt soreceiiz. Rizrrrs dinlnrnrsisi dairna F-{aclr seFerleri krskrrtarek.-*.-ylur!a\;

veya bir Osmanh mriddei qehzadesini istanbul'da banndrrarak Os-
manhlar'r bansa zcrlamaktaydr. Boylece stLltanrn istanbul kusatma-
srna neden lam da r453 bahannda giriEmis oldu$unu agrklamaya ca-
hgtrk.

Goruidugu gibi Osmanhlar, Anadolu ve Rumeli de kurmuq oldr-rkian
imparatorluiun yagayabilmesi igin istanbul'u mutlaka almak gerekti-
gini r 394'ten beri aniarnrglar; ama bi.rtakrm engeller yuzunden bunu
gerqekleqtirememiqlerdi. Ayr: ca, fetihin gecikmesindeki stratejik ne -
denleri de hatrrlamak gerekir. Konstantinopolis'i dunyantn o donem-
deki en guqlt surlarl korumaktaydr. Kentln deniz yolu ile askeri yar-
d:.m ve erzak aimasr kolaydr; ikincisi, kenti kurtarmak igin batrdan
Hagh orduian ve rionanmalan, i396 da oiduiu gibi, her zaman hare-
kete gegebilirdl. Uquncusii, Osmanh ordusu kugatma ile ugragrrken
Rumeli ve Anadolu da yerli hanedan ve senyorler ayakianabilirlerdi.
Hukumeti mutlak biqimde elinde tutan Qandarli ailesi her qeyden
once bu tehiikeleri hesap ederek yeni bir kugatmaya kargrydrlar. On-
}ar, I. Bayezid kugatmasrnln sonuglannr ileri surmekteydi. Nihayet Bi-
zans tekvurunun genellikle Osmanlilar'a tabili$ kabul etmig olmasr,
boylece iki taraf arasrnda bir uzlagmanrn yerlegmiq olmasr da onemli
bir faktordur. Osmanh tuccar ve yuksek srnrf mensuplar:. iqin ticaret
ve para iqleri bakrmrndan istanbul ve Pera'nrn buyuk onemi vardr,
dolayrsryla bu iliqkileri bozmak istemiyorlardr. igte tt. Mehmed ve ve-
zirleri, butun bu durumlan gozonr-inde tutarak, hiqbir oniemi ihmal
etmeden kugatma kogullannr briyuk bir dikkatle hazrrladrlar. Genq
Sultan, r45r'de tahta grkrnca kudretii veziri Qandarh'yr bertaraf ede-
medi, ama onu kendi amaqianna hizmet etmeye zorladi. Qandarh,
Fetih'in ashnda kendi iktidannln ve belki yaqamlnin sonu olacafrnr
L;rr;:i 1-^rr^ l"rsatmavr hazrrlama bakr.mindan ustaca diolomatikUIILtlSf t IctlL,tC, l\ LrJq Lrrr qJ r r rq4rr rqI j.Ld LJd..[!l.I I lLl lLld.1 I

oniemler aidr: Venedik ve Macari.stan'r tatmin eden koqullarla banq
anlagmalan yaptr, boylece Batr'da Haqh hazrrhklannr onledi. Kara-
man Beyligr'ne Anadolu'da arazr brrakrlarak bitaraflrgr sailandr. 0te
yandan, Bof;az da Anadolu Hisan karqrsrnda krsa zamanda buyuk bir
kale, Rumeli Hisan yaptrnldr (Ocak-Agustos r45z) ve sultan bundan
sonra Bofaz'dan higbir geminin rzrnsrz geqemeyecegni ilan etti. Yeri
ve planr btzzat II. Mehmed tarafindan belirlenen bu hisann bir gorevi

r ^+ , 1 rr r l v r t ' , a'e' 't -de, Istanbul'un baEirca erzak kaynaii olan Karadeniz trafif;ini kes-
mekti. Avnr zarr^-r^ r"'nnf':-^ hasnrrsizlrklA so*"^1^*'--^ 1'^-tin ab-- -) --- **--lCtIl(-ld t<!L-lldLiIId uqedrrJrarr!\ru Jv.LlLtLl.dIlttJd, I'!tjll. l

Constantinople was liberate d.

Tl're Ottomans rnade [wo fr.rrther attr]rnpl:j to
conqu€rr Byzar-itiurn, cne in t.1 r r ancl the o'ther
in r4zz.

SULTAN IvIEt{tvlED lI AND 1F{E IDEA OF
CONQUEST

Srrltan \,{ehnred II, urho marked the beginning c.f
a new age in world history, ascended the throne
in r,+.1.+, at the age of r3. l-ruring this first two-
year period of sultanate, iire actuirl control was
held by his mighry* Grand Vizier Qanclarl Halil
Pasira. Byzantium's hopes oI gerting rid of th.:
Ottonlan threat reached a climax, when in
^r'r!''_h trtisa.l,: l"d bv rlre Kinq o[qurLrllrrr L+++ d lluw ul

Hunqary oroceeo.'d rhro.r;h the Balkans and
reached the fortress of Varna near Edir-ne. Under
these criticai conditions, Qandarh Halil urgernrly
called Murad tl to take cornnraird of the arniy.
Thp f)ttnmlr virtnnr in \/rrnr /hlnrr,'mhnr rn
r r r rl irrrerl tlrn Ot:n"ren Slrte fronr h,'irror,f#/ J!.r!v

desiroved Tho Oftnm:nc hr'l.l the Rrrzrnfino
Emperor responsiblu for encouraging this
a.,,.- 1,1- .1,..:- , l.;- ,,i..ir tn trlnrorr,-: i^ r ,.,,urrtrrr< ttlJ vt>(L .u r rur-r/Lc )lt I,l iy.
This was when the Ottornans ctecided that it haa
becorne inev.itabie to conquer Constantinople
and annihiiate Byzantium at al)y cost. After the
victory ,rt Varna, despitc rhe objections of
Candarh. N{ur;rd II left his son lv{ehmed II at the
ihrone on rwhich orhan Celebi in Istanbui uias
:lso essertino e rleim On tho nthor henrl

$ehabeddin and Zaganos Pashas, the tutors (lala)
of Mehrned II, who were the real heroes of the
Varna victory, insisted on immediate action for
the conquest of Istanbul in order to ensure that
Mehmed Ii remained in power. However, after an
arranged Janissary rebellion organized by

Qandarh in r446, it was ciaimed that Mehmed ii
was incapable of ruling the State and Murad II
restored to the throne. The young Suitan was
sent to Manisa. The five years that elapsed until
the death of his father on February t8, r45r,
when he was enthroned again, contributed
greatly to the young Sultan's skill and
ewnc#anco

Mehmed Ii, now for the second time on the
throne at the age of r9, was regarded as a weak
sovereign both within and outside the country.
For this reason, the conquest of Istanbu] had
become imperative for Mehmed lI to strengthen
his position. gehabeddin and Zaianos Pashas,
who had military backgrounds unlike Qandarh
who was of religious origin, thought that the
conquest of Istanbul should not prove to be very
difficult, especially after the victory in Varna.
They considered the conquest absolutely
necessary for the re-assertion of the Sultan's as
weil as their own powers. The Byzantine
Emperor threatened Mehmed II's sultanate by
keeping Orhan Qelebi, the rival of the young
Sultan, in Istanbul. ln t444, Orhan Qelebi had
proceeded from Istanbul to Rumelia and made
an attempt to organize a rebellion. During the
1453 siege he was among the fighters against
Mehmed Ii. The Byzantine policy to force the
Ottomans to peace consisted of inciting new
Crusades and of keeping a cjaimant to the
Ottoman sultanate in Istanbui. The above
developments explain to some extent why the
Sultan initiated the siege of istanbul exactly
during the spring of the year 1453.

It is ciear that, since r394, the Ottomans were
conscious of the fact that they had to conquer
Istanbul if the Empire they established in
Anatolia and Rumelia rvas to survive, but they
had been unable to achieve this aim due to
certain adverse conditions. Moreover. the
posfponement of the conquest also had some
strategic reasons. First of all, Constantinople



lukast icin bu hisar bir askeri iis olarak kr-rllanliacaktr. Ilacar Urban,
sultana srrrlan yrkmasr iqin o zam:rna k:rclar gorr-ilmemiq grigte bu-
yr-ik toplar doktri. Bu arada G::la[a uzeriirden Ha]ig'tekt genrileri vur-
n-rak igin havan toplan yaprlCr. 'l'opculrrk aianirrclaki bu ),eniiikler g,er-
gekl..rr yerti bir gairn baqlangrcrnr sinrgeLer; qJnkri, Birik.urlar''cl;r ve
Avrtrpa'da kalelerine sritnar-r yerli senyorlerin bertaraf ediln-rr:sinde,
feodalitenin yrkrhsl ve merkeziyetqi nronargilerin kurulmasir-rda top-
qr-rlrrktaki bu geligmeler onernlt bir faktor olmustur. Fatth'in ioplarr
srrrlrn vcrle hir ederek, osrnanh ordusunurr kcnLe sirn,esini sAil-''--Jur LC( Lu!(L:\t v.)lIlqIi1MUUJUIlUtt \LtrLU 6rr LrL\J1rrr .)Ca5latyd-

^^1,r, -LdI\Llr.

eenc sitlfen her A\/rrn'l rrrr diiciirrr-niis',rrrrl;lrrn r'l frrrr nnfl.,r.'nr m-J.1 .'\.IL.tL\ .)urL(.rr LiLr qryltrrLl)I LtLtQLrIrr(r\Lt, Jr{r.(i,!rl (iLIlI.1 PJLt,,t)lLl. Llld(tu--

Jer koyrnrk igin 1a!rnr acaclk rLsta laiLnrcrrlAn, Srrbistan clel:i nr.Cen
ocaklartndan gef irimls kenfe d onizc"..n \/2rdrrnr ,'irrlerr.nk rr.. onl..^^1.U!C{r\rC(r LlLuqll 6sLt( LrtIlU, r\!ltLV \{!!LI-L(!-I^ 

-yAlUiLlll 
\/rrr!rrr!L\ v'! S!TL LCI\

bir donaltmayl karErlrrlak iciir Osmanlr donanniasinr yeni genrilerle
guglcndirmiqtir. Br-r Corlrnnr,r,la, o zanr;).i] bashc:r savas gernisi Sa;r1-r^- ^^ t'^-r '^-r" .-^"-) '..- r-^"neL'] tr vi\r-t',1- rr:rrdrrn.r opmi'l,-rle brr-I(1lL _iU r\ctLll.l5.1 vctrLlL, !c1 StLd> r.dy lId\I,rI, NLLLLTI1t )t.tI t-trlllLl ECrltlLt:l
Ilkre bu donanrna rgin r5o i1e 35o llrasrnda degisen rakamlar vertnek-
teclir. Bununla b erab er: clona n m;rnrn kr-rg atm a srrasrn d akr b a q ansrzh -
;-'^ l-;- '-^ ^')Ci bir brrnahrna vol actrirnr soreceFiz Genc sLrlraIiltII UtI cttJ Ct(tLlI ULI Uttll;-illII).1. r -- *:-^.),^^- b--.-- -b.-. ..-^.: --.-,illr,
tecrubeli asker vezirler $ehabed.lin ve Zafanos'un yardrrnr ile kara
ordtLsunu da yeniden orgutledl. Yeniqeri ordusilnun rncvcudu 5 bin-
den ro bine crkanldr.

KU$ATMA VE FETIH

Rizcrrc imnnrr1-111 't f A<ttde Rrrrncl j Hiqnrr'T1 1n rl;1r.rlmrcr-rlr l-,orrlblzarrs rirrljaralc. *, r *ljtLmasiyta DeraDer
bir kugatmaya karqr hazrrhfa baqlamrg, surlarl tamir ettirmiq, acil
yardim igin Venedik'e adam gondermi.q, Cenevizli Giovanni Giustini-
ani-Longo 7oo kiqilik seqrne bir kuwetle istanbul'a getirilmigti. Latin
asrlh butiin kent halkt, baqta Venedikiiler, Katalanlar ve Pera'dan ge-
len Cenevizliier savunmaya hazrrlandrlar. Haiiq'te begi Venedikii, beqi
Cenevizli z6 gemi savag igin haztr hale getirildi. Bir sayrrna gore,
kentte silah iagryabilir 983 Rum ve 2ooo kadar yabancl vardt. Savun-
ma kuwetleri Toee'L buluyordu. imparatorun yanlna srfrnmrg olan
Orhan Qelebi adamlanyla birlikte savunmaya katriacaktr.

II. Mehmed, toplarl ve Tobrn kigiiik esas kuvvetleriyie Edirneden ha-
reket etti. Donanma da Mart ayrnda Gelibolu'dan aynldi. z Nisan'da
Osmanh oncu kuwetler-i Konstantinopolis onundeydi. Aynr gun im-
parator, Haliq giriqini zincirie kapatma emrini verdi. 6 Nisan g.-r.t,t
genq sultan, esas kuwetleri ile Konstantinopolis onune geierek ota-
grnr St Romanus Kaprsr onunde kurdu. Aqafrda baghca olayiaria ku-
$atmanrn kronolojisi verilmigtir.

6-7 Nisan: ilk top ategi baqiar. Edirnekapr yakrnrnda surlann bir krsmr
yrkrirr. Geceleyin savunucular bu gedig kapatrrlar. Hendeklerin doj-
durulmasrna ve yeralttnda iairmlann kazllmasina baglanrr.

9 Nisan: Baltaofiiu Suleyman Bey Haliq'e girmek igin ilk saldrnyr ya-
par.

r r Nisan: Buyuk toplarla surlann dovulmesine baqlanrr. Surlar yer
yer yrkrlrr, ama savunucular, aiaq kazrklar ve toprak dolduruimug
torbalarla siper yaplp gedigr kapatmaya gairgrrlar.

tz Nisan: Baltaofiu, zincirin ote yanrnda Halig'i koruyan Hrristiyan
gemiierine salirnr. Deniz savaqinda yuksek bordair Hrristiyan gemi-
leri ustun gelir. Bu baqan kent halkr ve savunuculann sevinq gosreri-
lerine yol aqar. Osmanh ordusuda rnoral bozukltifu baqgosterir. Sul-

1

L)

was then safeqr-rarCed by one of the world's
strongest city ',valt systenls. The city couir:i easiiy
receive military aicl and provisions by sea.
Secorrdly, arnries ancl fleets of Crusades frorn the
West were at:lny tin-rt: reatly lo nake a n)ove to
suppoi-t the city, as they had done in r396. Third
and last, it was possible for the iocal d1'nasties
and seigniors in Anatolia and Runrelia to revclt,
while the Ottontan arnlv was occupied witlr the
sieqe oi lstar.rbul. Qandarlr, who rvis in absolutt:
control of thc- government, objectrrd to the iciea
of a ner,v siege, in view of the above mentioned
danqers. He based his argurnents on the failure
of the former siege by Bayezid I. Another
i--^-+--. r^ -. .- ...- . .hat the RVzantine .rrl,_rrrlrPUrrf,rr! t,rLLUl wd> L|aL (rrL uy4arrrrrrs ruru
had in general accepted submission to the
Ottomans and had thereby established a modus
vivendi betrr,.een the parties. AIso, Istanbr,rl and
Pera ...irere of primary inlportance to the Ottoman
uuper class members and merchants and they
therefore had no intention of distr.rrbinq the
status rluo. Mehn'.ed ll and his 'riziers, after
carcfr rll'y enntcmnlerirto all these f:rctors rnd
without neglecling any nreasuros. started to
make preparations for :he siege. 'l'he yor,rng
Sultan, afier ascending the throne in r.15r, was
unable to eliminate his mighty uizier Canrlarh,
but instead forced hirn to serve for his own
objecti,zes. Qandarlr ',vas conscious of the fact
that the conquest ;vould possibly be the end of
his nowor rnd mavhe er,.en his lrfe' nevertheless
he skillfuily took the necessary diplomatic
measures for the siege: He signed peace treaties
containing satisfactory terms for Venice and
Hungary, *rus preventing a possible Crusade
from the \Vest. Some land in Anatolia',;ras
glanted to the Karaman principality to
guarantee is neutrality. In addition, in a short
period of time (Januarv-August r45z), a new and
large fortress (Rumeii Hisan) was built on i}re
Bosphorus just opposite the older Anadolu
Hisan and the Sultan declared that no ships
wouid be ailowed to pass through the Bosphorus
without a permit. Another function of this
foruess, the iocation and plan of which had
been determined by Mehmed II himself, was to
cut off access to Istanbul from the Black Sea, a
major source of food for the city. Moreover, in
the event that the siege was unsuccessful, the
fortress would be used as a military base for the
blockade the city. Very large and powerful
cannons were cast for the Suitan by the
Hungarian master Urban. Meanwhile, mortars
were buiit to bombard the ships in the Golden
Horn from the heights of Gaiata. These
innovations in the field of gunnery mark the
beginning of a new epoch in history because
they ptayed a significant role in the overthrow of
the local seigniors who were taking refuge in
their castles in Europe and the Balkans, and
thus contributed to the coliapse of the feudal
system and the emergence of centralist
monarchies. The cannons of Mehmed Il were to
completely destroy the city walis and open up
the way for the Ottoman arrny to enter the ciry.

The young Sultan had scrutinized every detail:
Skilled sappers io place explosives under the
city walls were brought in from the mines in
Serbia and the Ottoman fleet was fortified with
new ships in order to prevent any possible aid to
the city by the sea and to confront any enemy
fleet. The Ottoman fleet comprised 3o kadrrgas
(galiey), the main warship of those times.
Contemporary sources report that this fleet
consisted of r5o to 3oo ships, including the
small vessels. Howe..rer, as we will see later, the
failure of the fleet during the siege led to a
serious crisis for a while. The young Sultan
reorganized his territorial forces with the
assistance of his expenenced viziers $ehabeddin
and Zalancs, increasinq the number of
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tanrn emrivle hr"^^ !-- '1rrak Halic'leki sennilcrin do.'rrilmesineLcrrrrrr LlrrrryrL rrdVdll LUPLI )dpllu. ..: -.-^-^ b.
haslanrr hir dii"*^- r-^ )'-^" ^'..rn batrnltnasr rnorrli vilkselrirUnl to.r tll, utL uu?l.IIdt I l!dLltt 5dJl.l ltt t Ud LII tl tl t(tJL ll ! v \ !...

rB Nisan: ilk buyu< saldrn. O gece davirllar galarak rncEaleierle "top
.,,t-.X," t-^-i..^j^4O c.eldrrr rrenrltr V..,Lltrlr,rrn,llTttq qineri r:ekrryIKlgI Kesilnlnc - t-r-^--. I\azlKiijna yapil.^^-r --r-^^ r*^--^ra gl-
risirni dort saat stirer, sonuq ahnarnaz.

on Nicnn'PenA'nrrr sondprdi#' erzak rre silal- vilklii iir- Cpncrri z o^^^-. .,_ -^ **- *^t)- €)emlsl:r^ L":r^-' -'-':r'r"i hirrzilk hir Rizans p'enrisi Canakkale'vi set-iD cumaf.I€ Utl'SL{d.y yUil(La uuyur! urL DLL.|LIJ <\rrrrJr v({1ror'!\crrL li 5!\ry) LL

sabahr Konstantinopolis onune geiir. Sultar] klyrya qelerek Baltaog-
1u'nA genrileri eie gegirmesi veya batrrmasr rgin srkL emirler verir; kr-
-., r^1-: L.".,..':r. ..t,k gemilerine asker ve silah kovr--r- ..^ -4.^ ^ -:nde_yfLfoKL UL1yLlf. yUi. EUrLrrlLr!rrL qJr\Lr v\- Jrrqrr r\vJdldN y.ttLfLlltd BU

rir. istanbul halki Akropolis Tepesi'ne (Topkapr Sarayr tcpesi) yrgrl-
miQ, sonucu kaygryia izlemektedir. O srrada bir lodos qikar, kabaran
'r ^'^ ; - n^'.- ^*I' rpr'n i Ieri ni n manevrast nt pirclesririr vil ksek hordalrLf=lIl/, \-/)Illd.liIl BLtrllrLilLLlrl lllctrrLvrcrJrrrr E;qLrrJ-rrrr, ) LTNJLN uu!u

diisrnan gemilerinden atrlan ok ve kargrlar, Osmanlr kadrrgalan igin-
ae yaklasan askere goz agtrrrnaz. Donanmasrnrn bir qey yapamadL{r-
nr giirerek pazaba 

"elen 
senc sullan srF rlenize ttLnr surerek adetavullgrr,

savasa btzzat katrlmak ister. Akqama dolru ruzgdr birden iodostar-r
novra za e eviri r "^ "^1r'^*r --i*i lisiren dori Htris';' *;-; n -manllywJLcLLa \cvrlrr vg yclr\.clIICIlIir vryr^ .-Lr.yd.Li 5cr.rllJr \JJ.
.r..^^ ,^....trarak F{alic'e var-r^-.- D^rF^^;r,,. donanma ile Dohna_LtU l Id.I l.L L IclJlI j.t y Q L sL (r r\ r rqrry L )/ qI!1ct?1.I. lJc1 I LcI.UYIl,l

lr;hce'rre driner gecelevirr dort senri alcaltrlan zincirin uzerinden Ha-"..',\*.'].'.
lir-'e oirin krrrtrrlrrr Brr savasfa bir hesaba sore Hrrls[ivan]ar 2?. Os-raY L SrrfP r\urLulL{I, uu JqvL(9Lq, ura rlsJquq 6vrs rr!rrrLrJL.rrrq! 4),

manjriar yaklagrk 3oo kisi kaybetmiqtir. Sultanrn gazabina uflayan
Baltaoilu idarndan guglukle kurtulur. Donanma kumandanirirna
Hamza Bey getiriiir. Baqarrslzhk Osmanir ordusunda ciddi bir bozgun
havasr estirir; savaqa katrlaniardan bazrlan orduyu terk etmeye baq-
Iar. Buna kargrn sultan bir yandan bombardrmanrn qiddetiendirilme-
sini emreder; Lykos (Bayrampaga Deresi) Vadisi'nde buyuk Bakatati-
nianos Kulesi tahrip edilir. ete yandan sultan donanmaslnr Dolma-
bahqe'den Halig'e indirmek iqin faaliyettedir. Bu proje, kugkusuz gok
zaman once dugunulmiiq ve Galata'nrn kara surlarl boyunca Topha-
ne'den Kasrmpaqa'ya bir yol inga ediimig, gemiieri gekecek krzaklar
rr^-rl-rofrry d.y rl'r r rr9 Lrr .

22 Nisan: Sabahtan okuzlerin gektigi ve yuzlerce kiginin iki taraftan
halatlarla dengeledigi 7o kadar gemi krzaklar uzerinde karada seyre
baglar. Oileye kadar 7o gemi savunuculann hayret ve korku doiu
gozlert onunde Haliq'e iner.

z8 Nisan: Savunuculann Haliq'e inen gemiieri yakma ginqimi, bunu
valitinde haber almrq olan sultanln kryrdan agtrfr giddetli top ateqi ile
sonuqsuz birakrlrr. Dugman gemilerinden ikisi tahrip edilir. Haliq za-
feri, Osmanltlar'rn cesaretini yukselten buyuk bir baganydr. Boylece
kent, butun deniz surian yonunden kugatrlmrg bulunuyordu. Cene-
vizli.ler, tarafsrz gorunmekle biriikte, ei altrndan grda ve asker yardr-
mr gondererek savunuculan desteklemekteydiier; ama Osmanh do-
nanmasl Haiige inince tam tarafsrzhgr gozetmek zorunda kaldrlar.
Sultan, Halig'in iki yakasrndaki kuwetler arasrnda ulagtrrmayr kolay-
laqtrrmak iqin Ayvansaray i1e Sutluce araslnda bir kopru yaptirdi.
Kopru, birbirine sikr srkrya bafiir buyuk variller ustune kalaslar doge-
nerek yaprlmrgtr. Kopruden alrr top arabalan geqebiiir veya yan yana
beq kisi yuruyebilirdi. Kopmye baiir platform uzerine toplar yeriegti-
rildi ve Blakhernai surlan dovulmeye baqlandr.

Bununla beraber Osmanl:. donanmasr Haliq'i tam olarak denetim altr-
na aimrg degiidi. Dugman gemileri Haliq'in agagl kesiminde bekliyor-
du. Kentte erzak srktntrst arttr, drgandan yardrm gelmezse achktan
tesiim olma olasrit!r ortaya grktr. Biitun urnit, t/enedik donanmaslnln

Janissaries frorn 5ooo to ro,ooo.

THE SIECE AND THE CONQUEST

After the construction of the Runreli Fortress in
r.452, the Byzantine Ernperor began to make
preparations against a possible siege. The city
rrrrll.: rrrerp reneirori r--. - -,r---.'-, -.lossenSers were senl to
Venice to ask for immcdiate assistance and a

skilled nriiitary force of 7oo soldiers led by the
Cenoese Ciovanni Gir-rstiniani-Longo was
brought to Istanbul. AII inhabitants of the ciry
,,rrho were of Latin origin -especiaily the
Venetians tlre Catala rrs and the Genoese fronr
Pera- were prepcrrc-J to clefend the city. A total of
z6 warships. five Veni:tian arrd five Genoese
ships amonq iherrt, w+re made ready for e b;rttic
at the Colden llorn. According to a census, there
were 9E3 lJyzantines and zooo foreigners in the
ciry '*'ho were capable of r.rsing weapons. The
forces of d.ferrs,. totrll<ri Tooo people. Orhar.
Cr.l.bi. wh,'.l had lakt rr rrfrrle with the BvzanlineY-'_- r "_b' ""^'_^'.- -J""'
Ernperor wouli also join the defense forces
together'*'ith his men.

Vchmc.l II rlen::ted fronr Edirnc with hiS
cannons and his main forces of 7o,ooo men. The
fleet don:rlpd frorrr tl;rllinnliin lt"lerch On Arrril
znd, the Ottonlan vanguard forces arrived at
Constantinople. On the sarne Cay, the Emperor
ordered that the entrance to the Golden Horn be
closed with a chain. On April 6th, the young
Sultan, together with his nrain forces, arrived at
Constantinople :rnd erected his ota{ (imperi:l
tent) before the St Rornanus Gate. The major
events of the siege are outlined below in
chronologicai order.

April 6th and 7th: First bombardment started.
Some portion of the city walls near Edirnekapr
coliapsed. The breach in the wall was filled up
by the Byzantines at night. The filling of the
uenches and the digging of the undergrounci
hrnnels started.

April 9th: First attack to enter the Golden Horn
was launched by Baltaoilu Stileyman Bey.

April rrth: Large cannons stared bombarding
the city walls. The walls collapsed partially, but
the defense forces endeavored to repair them
with wooden piles and earth filled bags.

April rzth: Baitaoilu attacked the Christian
ships guarding the Golden Horn on the otl'rer
side of the chain. The Christian ships, with
higher boardsides, won the sea battle. The
success of the ships gave rise to celebrarions
among the inhabitants of the ciqy and the
defense forces. The Ottoman army started to
become demoralized. Mortars were built with
the Sultan's instructions and enemy ships in the
Golden Horn began to be bombarded. The
sinking of an enemy ship helped to boost up the
morale of the Ottoman forces.

April rSth: First major attack. That night,
Ottoman soldiers. with drums and torches in
their hands, attacked the "Cannon Breach" area.
Attempts to set fire to the wooden palisades,
which lasted for four hours, remained
inconclusive however.

April zoth: Three Genoese ships carqring food
and weapons sent by the Pope and a Byzantine
ship carryring wheat passed through the
Dardaneiles and on Friday morning arrived at
Constanrinople. The Suitan came to the shore
and ordered BaltaoElu to capfure or sink these
ships. lvloreover, he sent large cargo ships
carrying soldiers and weapons for further
support. The inhabitants of the city gathered at
the Acropolis (the Topkapr Paiace hill), anxiously
waitine for the result. A southwest wind broke
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vaktinde yelismesine baflL,vdr i j Nisan'da Arniral Alviso Longo'ya
veril en ta'limatta }'uzla Tenedos'a (Bozcaaeda) gitmesi ernrediliy'ordu.
Tenedos'ta ba gkaptan Loredano'nun gelip kcndisine kattlnasrr-rr bek-
jprrpct'kti. Sonrt bii fun fito Kollsf;rntinonol is'e h ^ -^r'^+'' ) ^ ^^1' : -ruju\ -..-,,, L)trLun tlr.o f\Oi]s--.- ,.;.tIeKcL eueccK Llnpa-
ratorun ernir alttna girecekti. Venedik, suiiernla imparator arastnda
har-rs vaOtlmastnt da uzak bir Olasrlrk olarak piir'-ii,,ardrr tri,n" FgliIi-larrg :/"Y'' vrq!L(r\ SvtrrruJvruu. l-<L! I

olmug ise, donanrna ile giden elqi Bar[o]omeo lvlarccllo, sultana gidip
Venedik'in bartEsever niyetleri hakkirrda kendisine giivence verecek-
ti. Goruhiyor ki, Venedik kentin duqnresi konusunda fazia kaygrh de-
&lrli rre isleri adtrdrn elrrrordrr Panalrk de \/enadik'fen kirale',;rn
;;rrur v ! rYrvr !(ur^ urrj vr vv, I L(ys.Lrr\ sLr, Y Lrl!u1r\ Lllt t\ll uluj rP

k'nnsfanf inonOlis'e 9'Ondermevi J""-""* r"":"" L^^ l,- ),--^ i^;^ .'^.le ei-t\Lrr trLatrLLrrupurrJ L EvrruLr rrrL) r LlLl>LtIILf LtgL]' UC> l(clL/.Ii!4.1 lLlIl clUC
.--;,,^".1" D,, ,,,-ltrn Osnranlr dioicmasisi leitiitr^ t-^...t^r..-^^^t- birtllfyiJrtt(.t. LJLt LlLlIurrr, v-rrrrorrrl urI-,- -.-,---^:i f\dyLfUlL,llldLdli

nottLrr. Halig zaferinden sonrll sr.rltan, kara suiannda bombardlmana
devirrn ediyor; l{aliq'teki donanmasi zaman zaman saldrrrr gibi yapa-
rak dugrnanr tedirgin ediyor ve tlia.kherrrai dubalardakr toplarla do-
-..".r.",.,^-),. n -. lnlnrde jmnarrfnr fen,.irizliler r.:-..1.- ^,.1'^nla'./LiftfyUrLlL{. \J BLlrLrLruc, rrrryo.rcrL\rr, \-Lrrc:vlrL!r=l ctldLli.tBIylcl 5LiILct

qoriisme istedi. Cenevizliler'in bi.r banstan kazanr-larr ortadarzdr. Sul-5".*Y-."-/*'
tan, koqttlsuz teslim karglirgrnia kent halkrnrn canr Ve rrt€r1r icin gr,r-

vence veriyordu. Teslimderl sonra irnparator serbestge trlcra'ya gtde-
bilirdi. Kent dugtukten sonra Lukas Nctaras, sultana kenti teslim et-
mcyi dugrinduklerini, faka t itaiyanlar'rn ra zL oirrracirklar rrrr soyleye-
cektir. Bir ara imparatorun kaqmaslnr ve Balkanlar'da bir ordu hazrr-
layarak drgandan savagla kenti kurtannasrnr tavsiye edenler oldu.
Ancak kentten aynhrsa savunmanrn qokecegi driguncesinde olan im-
parator bunu kabul etmedi. Halig'te demirli, ipek yukhi bir Ceneviz
^^-:^;*;- {-nn atesivie batmasr uzerine Galata idaresi sultana taraf-SELIIl.JIrrIl t L\JP d LLtrj r! vqLrrrqJr

srzhff hatrriatarak qikayette buiundu. Fetih'ten sonra incelenip odun
verilece$ yanrtr verildi. Osmanh.lar kugkusuz Galata'daki Cenevizli-
ier'in sava;a katrlmagrnr istemiyorlardr.

7 Mayls: Osmanh kuwetleri, aS.r bombardlmandan sonra gecenin ilk
saatierinde Topkapr kesiminde dolduruian hendeii gegerek buyuk bir
saldrn baqlattr. Qarpiqma ug saat surduyse de, Osmanh askeri gedik-
teki siperi agamadr.

rz Mayrs: Gece yarlsr, surlann zayf bir kesimi olan Blakhernai ve
Theodosius surlarlnln biti$tigi yere buyirk bir saldrn yaplldl, ama so-
nuq ahnamadr.

r3 Mayrs. Haliq'teki Hiristiyan gemiieri Neorion Limanr'na (Sirkeci)
srfrnmrqlardr. Savunmacr]ar, Blakhernai kesiminin onarlml ve korun-
masl iqin bir krsrm gemi tayfasrnr ve toplan buraya getirdiler.

r6 Mayrs: Blakhernai'yi doven toplar esas saldrn kesimi oian Lykos
Vadisi'ne kaydrnldr.

t6-t7 Mayr.s: Osmanh donanmasr Dolmabahge'den Haiig uzerine ha-
reket etti; ama zincirin gerisindeki savunucular karqrsrnda geri gekil-
di.

t6-23 Mayrs: Karada top ategine ve iagrm kazmaya devam edildi.

t8-23 Mayrs: Sultanrn yeni bir surpriz girigimi gergeklegtirildi. Agaq-
tan bir yurur-kule Meseteinon (Topkapr) kesiminde surlara dogru yu-
rutuldu. Kulenin himayesi altrnda hende$n doidurulmasina devam
edildi. Yurur-kulenin savunucuiar tarafr.ndan yakrirnasr ve lairmlann
etklsizleqtirilmesi, bu girigimi sonuqsuz brraktr.

z3 Mayrs: Bir Venedik brigantini, Osmanh gemiierinin kovalamastn-
dan kurtulup Halic'e girdi. VeneCik donanmastndan veya Macar-

7.7

and the Ottornan ships hed difficulry in
ntaneLlvering on th;: rough sea. Arrows and
lances fired from the enemy ships gave the
approaching Ottoman soidiers no chance tc
recover. Thc yorrng Sr.rltan, observing the
helplessncss of his f Leet, was infuriatcd and
rode his horse into the shallow waters, as if
trying to join the battle personally. 'fowards the
r:vening, the wind sLiddenly changed its
direction to northeast anC four Christian ships
with full-blown sails broke through the Ottornan
fleet arrd approached the Golden Horn. Baltrollu
returned to Dolmabahqe .vith his fleet and at
night the four Christian sitips entered tl..e
Colclen Horn, sailing over the chain which had
beerr loos.'ned by the Byzantines. It has been
estin'rated tirat the Christians lost z3 and the
Ottornans approxirnately 3oo rnen in this battle.
'fhe Sultan got furious about the defeat and
tsaltaofl',r barely escaped execution. Aftcr this
PVeltt HrmT: Retl trtts rnnninted thr, rrprrr

cornmarrder of the ileet. This defeat created a
serioqs crisis among the Ottomans and sonre
solCiers w-ho took part in the battie started to
lenr,'e the A rrnrr Irr qniic nF ihrqe crrpntq thp

"""J^"
Suitan ordered the intensification of the
bombardment and the big Bakatatinianos'fower
in the Ly'cus (Bayrampasa) '"zalley was dcstroyecl.
On the other hand, the Sultan made plans to
launch the fleet to the Golden Horn through
Dolrnabahqe. Obviousiy, these plans had been
made a long rime before the siege and slip ways
had been buiit on the road connecting Tophane
and Kasrmpaga, along the land wails of Galata.

April zznd: In the morning, around 7o ships,
d.riven by oxen and balanced on both sides by
ropes pulled by hunCreds of men, started to
move overland. By midday the 7o ships, were
launched down into the Golden Hom, with the
Byzantine defense forces gazing in astonishrnent
and fear at this incredible event.

April z8th: The attempt of the d.efense forces to
set fire to the ships which had entered the
Goiden Horn was discovered by the Sultan on
time and this attack was prevented by heavy
bombardment from the shores. T\vo enemy
ships were destroyed. The victory in the Golden
Hom was a great source of encouragement for
the Ottomans. With this victory, ali the sea walls
of the city were surrouncied by Ottoman forces.
Although they pretended to be impartial, the
Genoese secretly supplied the defense forces
with food and soldiers. However, when the
Ottcman fleet appeared in the Golden Horn, they
became obliged to act with full neutrality. The
Sultan ordered the consrruction of a bridge
between Ayvansaray and Siitli.ice to facilitate the
transportation of the military forces located on
both sides of the Golden Horn. The bridge
consisted of wooden logs placed on large barrels
which were firmly tied to one another. Healy
gun carriages could be conveyed across the
bridge, which was wide enough for five men to
walk side by side. Cannons to bombard the city
walls at Blachemae were also olaced on the
bridge.

However, the Ottoman fleet had not been able to
establish complete conrol over tlee Golcien Horn.
Enemy ships were waiting in the lower parts.
The food shortage in the city becarne more
severe, increasing the possibility of surrendering
if no aid from without arrived. The only hope
was the arrival of the Venetian fleet on time. On
Aprii r3th, Admiral Alviso Longo was instructed
to go to the Island of Tenedos (Bozcaada)
immediately, where he'would wait for Captain
Loredano to join him. Then the whoie fleet
would sail to Constantinople and request orders
from the Emperor. According to Venice, a peace
agreement between the Sultan anci the Ernperor

iL
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l^-'J^* 1--t-r(r.r Lrc1., Lr.'.,,cr yrkIu. Kentle Llmtttsuzluk yaygrnllEmrqtr. Diger teraftlr
Osmanh ordusu cia tcdirgindi; surlar yrkrlmrstr, fakai. asker Irerrr.rz ge-
nrl bir saldrrrdan airkonrnaktaydr. Macar elgileri suiilna gelip, kraiin
miifer;rkevi f;-t11 ^.-r,:'-, l.jl'li-'liler.lt LLtLLI aNLJ r Lurrrll tcrulStrrl utrulrLt

^- 1r^,,,-. \r^,r^,-rik dor:ailmasl Epi,'Ve eolmis r-tU.r-rttn siktstkrrr. ir2!rVi3!is: Velle0 .--r- ,!\srl. .llpa-
ratora, kenri tesIirn etrncsi icin isfendiyar Beyoglu isrnail Bey yenirleii
^i^j ^r^--r- ^A^'rerjlir O imnaralortrrt elr-isirile dcjtrer. Stritatr Ioo binCL\I UIclId.l\. 5UtLLl\.rrrr!. L,, rrrrparGL\JI L-tlt Ct\r)IylC Ll

altrn odenrnesini ve sehr.in teslirnini ister. Crtnrek isteyen'ler btitun
mallan ile l;enti tcrk ed,ebiieceklerdir italyanlar teslirne rllzl ohnaz-
1ar.

z5 Mayrs: Verredikliier'in ve Macarlar'in yrrdrma gclm.:kte oidLrgu ha-
beri asker arasrn.Ja yayliLr. Umutsuzl'.rk yaygrnlaqir; genc vc tecrlibc-
siz sr-rltana karsr. sozler soylernekten gekinmezler. B,-r dummda, son
bir genel saldrn igin harp meclisi toplanrr. Qandarlr Halil Prsa eski id-
dialanrrr tekrarlayarak qekiime karan ahnmasrnda direnir. Zalanos
Paqa buna giddetle karqr koyar ve Batrhlar'rn birleqip saldrrrya gege-
meyeceklerrni, Osnranlr ordusunun denizden gelecek dugmana kargr
kat kai irstun old'-rgunLr ve korkrnadan saldrnya devam edilrnesirri
vltroular Koc:r Trrrahan Rprr rre Sehaheddrn Pasn onu kurrvetle destek-'"t"'
1er1er. Genel bir saldrn karan airnrr. Sultan, istemeyerek, "kentiir tagr
fanrnht t,o hinnln"t hpnim bnlnnt n<berjn" dirre :lr- o'LUptL|UL ue uLrrurilr. --,1r,,!, ,\Lr,!r, --r - ,., oU[ yagnla IZnI Verlr.
Zalanos Paga saldrrr. girnunu belirlemek ve irazrrlrklarr yapmakla go-
revlenclirilir.

z7 Mayrs: Miinadiler iki gi-in sonra genel saldrn olaca$nr orduda ilan
ederler. Herkes hazrrjrklarrni yapmaya baglar. "Top yrkrfr" kesiininde
homhard I m an siddetiendiriiir. Osmanh askeri oaa o h on rlai'i .l n1 fl sy-r yausl lrrr. vJrrrurlrr qrr.-Lrt 

SuLU rrulruLSr qvr,

maya bagiar.

z8 Mayrs: Askere istrrahat izni verliir. Geng sultan, sabah Dolmabah-
qe'ye gidip donanmanrn saldrn giinunde deniz surianna saldrrmasrnr
emreder. Sonra, ordu saflannl doiaqarak askeri yureklendirir. Oile-
den sonra otagrnda kumandanlan toplar ve mevcut koquilar altrnda
baqanya inancrnr ifade eder. Zaianos, Blakhernai kesiminde saldrnya
katr.lmak iqin Haliq'ten kuwetlerini bu yana geqirir. Osmanh ordu-
sunda tam bir sessiziik hakimdir. Kenttekiler son anrn geidigini his-
sederek buyiik bir dini alay duzenlerler. ilahiler, qanlar kente vaveyla
verir. irnparator, son mecliste herkesi savunma\/a r.nirrrr' 2l4q21vr Arrn

sofya'ya gider ve Blakhernai'deki^;;;y;;; #;;i: 
ld'rrrr' d'r''rctrrr r\vd''

z9 Mayrs: Gece saat bir bugukta sultan saldrn emri verir. Kentte, sur-
iar uzerinde savunucuiar savag konumunu airrken, halk kiiiseiere
koqmug dua etmektedir. Butun ordu karadan ve denizden tekbir
avazlan, davul ve nakkare sesleri.nin safrr edici guriiitusu iginde ha-
rekete geqer. ilk saldrrryr baqhca yaya ve azeplerden oluqan hafif pi-
yade kui,'vetleri yapar; diigmanr yrpratir. Onlar gekilince karanhkta,
ishak Paqa kumandasrnda Anadolu askeri saidrnya geqer. $afaktan
bir saat once Urban'rn topu aEaq siperde bir gedik aqar, buradan gi-
ren 3oo kadar Anadolu askerini savunucular yok eder. O zaman sul-
tan seqkin kuwetleri yeniqeriieri harekete gegirir. Yeniqeriler, atrlan
ok ve karg perdesi arkasrnda sarsrlmadan gediie dofiru yururler.
Sultan hende$n yanrna kadar gelir ve askeri yureklendirir; yeniqeri-
ler gimdi gedikte diiqmanla gogus gogrise savaqmaktadir.

Blakhernai'de aqrk kalmrg kuquk Kerkoporta'dan (Belgrad Kaprsr) 5o
kiqilik bir Osmanh kuweti kente girmeyi bagarmrqtrr. O srrada "top
vrkifr" kesiminde savaqan Baqkomutan Giustiniani afrr yaralanarak
Haiig'te bir Ceneviz gemisrne gekilir. Onr-t askerleri izier, imparator

:,-'^^-..;t r - rr thF' r'OnnllF,qf harl llpCnw(tJ tllr( llrlP\rJllUl€. ll Lt.C !Vli9LrgJt rlou u-L

accornplished, Ambassador Bartolorneo
I{arcello, w}ro de:aricd with the flett, ,,l:ould g,r
to the Sultan and assure hirn cf lrenice's qood
intentiorrs. lt is obvious thal the Venetians did
not nruch fear the fall of the citv and were
therefor,r eciinr slowlv Alsr, the P.ntr w:r; rlot.',]. '''.-.,
in a htrrry to prepare the fi.ze warships ite tvas
planning to hire fiom lteni:e to be sent to
Consrantinonle. 'fhis siiuation ',vas in farrour of
the Ottomans. The Sultan, after the victory in
the Coldr:n Horn, contirrurd hc,rnbarding thc
land walls of the city. Ttre fleet ir.r the Colden
Horn crirre.l rrn ilre pnomir hr/ nr,,tJrlrlino to
attack fiom time to time and the cannons
locet,-d orr ihe hridr'e continutc] borrrbar ciine
Blakhernai. et this point, the Enrperor. b1' rhe
me,1iation of the Gt-.noese, rlque'steci to enier
into negotiations '.vith the Suitan. The
advantages of a peace for the Cenoese '.r,'tre
obvious. The Sultan promised to guarantee the
iives end nrnnrr'v nf 'L r*L" :'^-' ^ -:" -: :hoPlu'?Lr.y vt (ItC l(ltl.lUI(dlrt> 't\dlli>

. unconditional surrender of the city. The Emperor
would then be free to go to Morea. After ttre
,.r-.., ',,!...^ \r^,^-^ - -wn,.sserl lhai thorr u,et,.Lrglclt(, LUNLTJ l\ULdldJ -.\p. (

thinLinc 
^F 

c,,"a-.1-/i-- rha .i*' rn thn C',lt:.-_...._\n,
but it was the Italians who c'bjected. It was also
r)rnnnced rhrt the Frnneror shnrrld escane to the
Balkans:nd set up a new army to save the ciry.
Hownvor thp Fnrneror declin.d. rhinkino tht,t his
dnnrrtrrrn frnm rho ritrr rrrnrrlri la:rl ta tl.,

collapse of the defense forces. When a silk-
loaded Genoeqe shin in the Golden Horn was
sunk by Ottoman gunfire, the Genoese
government conrplained to the Sultan ar-rd

reminded him of their neutralinT. rhe Sultan
replied that the incident would be investigated
after the conquest and duly compensated. it is
clear that the Ottomans ciid not want the
Cenoese to get involved in the fight.

May 7th: Following heavy bombardment, during
the eariy hours of the night, the Ottoman forces
passed the fil}ed-up trenches and initiated a
massive attack on the Topkapr region. The battle
iasted for three hours; the Ottoman forces
however, were unable to break through the
palisades in the trench.

May rzth: At midnight, an unsuccessful attack
was launched at the meeting point of the
Blachemae and the Theodosius walls, a weak
point of the city's wall system.

May r3th: The Christian ships in the Golden
Horn had taken refuge at the Port of Neorion
(Sirkeci). Some crew and cannons were brought
to the Blachernae region to repair and guard the
wails.

May r6th: The cannons which were bombarding
Blachernae were shifted to the Lycus Valley, the
focal point of the attack.

May r6th and rTth: The Ottoman fleet departed
for the Golden Hom from Dolmabahge, but had
to retreat when it was confronted with the
defense forces behind the chain.

May r6th-May z3rd: Bombar<iment on the land
and the digging of tunnels conrinued.

May r 8th-May z3rd: A new surprise plan of the
Sultan was implementeC: A wooden moving-
tower was driven towards the city walls in the
Meseteinon (Topkapr) area. Under the proteclion
of the tower, the filiing up of the trenches
confinued. However, the defense forces set fire
to the tower and closed the tunnels. thus
rendenng the implementation of the pian
imoossible.

lvlay z3rd: A Venetian brigantine escaping from
Ottornan ships entered the GolCen Horn. There
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yalnrz kairr. Ditrrrrnu fark erlen sultan, yenigeriyi o ncktaya gonderir.
Uh-rbirtir Flirsan birltasryla sava$a savasa siperin ustunde yohr acar,
nrarl:; riiiser Fak''* ^-r-^^'"r^" ^plpn tipttir-crjler gediFe hakim oLtrrlar.vrL.L.!{ *...1 '.. , *^,aL ctIN(1JIl. lL{cl lt ScIc:lr y(:lrr!CItrCl b-r.^tr.-
Orldap iC Siirlara vilriirlrr ve he^.loXo -i "o^ rtiiqrnarrr vok ederek Sttf-\JI({L(Lrr (( j ur ur ruf v * riLrruuSL 6arsrr t{qlrrrqrrt Jvr\ LLrlrL

lerrn usturre crkarlar. Uzakta, Kerkoporta'da Osmanh bayraklarrnrn
'. ^r ^^1 ^'- J' ;'-' ^orilrler. Bl:rkhernai'de savllnma cokrn irs Venedik bal-Ll.cltS.trcrIIL-ttSlriI 5L/rLrIICl. lJl(trrItCllrdlLlC >clVLLilllld Lve, v

l/nsu esir rlrnmrsttr. O srritda deniz surlarttrden deniz azenlpri do
]vJu 

!JrL Lrrrr L(!r({ uLLtLu JurrqLrrfucr!r usrlta qaLyrLrr uL

l.r.nte giffniSfif. i-^h^v^+^v )^>^rl i psrra dnlrr senrlrLlr"l n LJrlin'fo bek--f\LtrLL Srrrr:r{(r(. Lll.Pc{LctL(.rI) LTCEETII g.?)cl Ll\JtLt JdIlLtIf,lcti Icl f f dll.\ Lf

ieyen gemiye katgarken bir azep grubu ile karsLlasrr ve qarprsmada
olur.

Kente OsmanlL askerinin sozde acik kalmrg Kerkoporta'dan girdigi id-
dasrnr br-rtiin Hrristiyan kaynaklarr tekrar ederlerse de, o slrada ordu-
ci:-r brLlunan TursLrn Be1''e gore kent "top yikJLigr gedi+kfen" fetih olrLn-
mu9lLIr.

isrnNeul'uN osMANLr-TURK KENTi oLARAK vENiDEN iilgasr

F,rIih, Fetih'Lerr sonra "kayser" unvanlnr, ha]:au, sultan, halife ve pa-
diqeh unvanlarr arrslrra katir. Qafclag italyan kaynaklant]rn yinelecli-
gi gibi, istanbul'u fethettikten ve onu "payitairt" ilan ettikten sonra,
kendisini Doiu R.oma (Bizans) inrparalorlarrnrn halefi olarak goruyor-
du. Fatih, "Konstantiniyye" qevresinde, eskiden Byzantion'a tabi bu-
ttn iilkeieri feth etmek ve srkr bir merkeziyetcilikle istar-rbul'a bafia-
mak planrnr benimsedi. Orne$n, Anadolu ve Balkanlar drgrnda Gu-
ney Krrrm ve Guney italya'yr (Buralan eskiden Bizans'a tabiydi) impa-
vn+nvl-x"ra katma pirisimlerj dikknre de6erdir Strateiik hakrrndanlo.LUrlu<uIrq l\qLlrrq 5rr rtrrrtlgll L{INNq.LC Uf SLrutI. JLTaLLJT\ LJ

da, istanbu.l'un feihi ve Bogazlar'da egemenlik, Anadoiu ve Balkaniar,
Karadeniz ve Ege denizleri uzerinde egemenlik, Osmanh imparator-
luiu'nun tam ve gergek anlamda kuruiuqunu ifade ediyordr-r. Fe-
tih'ten sonra Fatih, anlamh biqimde Sultdn'ul Berreyn ve HakAn'ul Bah-
reyn \janr iki Karanrn Suitanr ve iki Denizin Hakanr unvanrnl benim-
seyecek; r454'te donanmasinr Karadeniz ve Ege'ye gondererek bura-
daki yerel hukiimetlerden kendi egemenliSni tanrmaiannr isteyecek-
tir. Fatih, istanbui'u, Anadolu ve Balkanlar'r birlegtiren emniyetli bir
kilit durumuna getirmek ve bu iki bolgeyi birlegtiren yollarr guvence
alttna almak iqin Qanakkale Boiazr'nrn iki yanlnda Kale-yi Suitaniye
(bugtin Qanakkale) ve karqrsrnda Kilidulbahr kaielerini yaptrracaktrr.
Ote yandan Fatih, Anadolu ve Rumeli hisarianyla Karadeniz'den ge-
lecek bir saldrnya karqr istanbul'u ve iki kryr arasrndaki trafi$ guven-
ce altrna almrqtr. Bu tahkimatla Boiazlar'da Turk egemeniigi ilk kez
tam anlamryia kurulmug oluyordu. Aynr zamanda denizde egemen-
lik igin Osmanhlar, Fatih ve ozeliikle de II. Bayezid (raBr-r5rz) done-
minde, Akdeniz'in hakimi buyuk deniz gucu Venedik'1e boy olquqebi-
lecek buyuk bir donanma vucuda getirmeye gahgoiar ve bunu r6.
yuzyrlda bagardrlar.

Ege ve Karadeniz'de egemenlik ve Boiazlar'rn emniyeti, istanbul'un
geligmesi ve iaqesi bakrmrndan da hayati onemdeydi. Bizans done-
minde devlet Karadeniz ve Ege'de egemeniigr Ceneviz ve Venedikli-
ier'e kaptrrdrlr ve Bofazlar serbest bir geqig yolu haline geldigi iqin
Istanbul beslenmesi iqin gerekli maddeieri almakta guqliik qekiyor ve
iagesi tamamtyla italyanlar'rn insafina kahyordu. $u nokta unutul-
rnamahdrr ki., hububat, et, odun gibi maddeierin istanbul'a ulaqmasr
ancak deniz yoluyla mumkiindii; kara yolu son derece guQ ve paha-
Itydr. Osmanh idaresinde istanbul'rin r5. yuzytlda Avrupa'nrn en bu-
yuk kenti haline gelmesi olgusu, her Eeyden once deniz ulaErm yolla-
nnin devlet denetin-u altrna ahnmasryla mr:mkun olmuqtur. Mrsrr'rn

I
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was r)o sign of a Venetian fleet or the
Hunqarians. Ir{ean,lhile, discouraqernent spread
Frrrlher irr rl-ro rinr Tho nrr,.,-'--vLuJrrrarr drrrry w(rr
impatient, since it was still deiained from
Iarrnclrirrg a general attack, althc.rugh the ciry
walls were already destrcyed. The Hungariar:
envoys notified th*: Sultan that the King ciid not
recognize the arnristice signed before the siege.

May z5th: Tl're !'enetian fleer. arrived at the
Aegean Sea and the situation became critical.
isfendiyar Beyoflu ismail Bey was sent to the
Emperor as a mediator to request the surrender
nf ihe einr [{e retrrrned tnopthpr rrrith the
Fmnoror'q enrrorr The Srrltan renrrested them to
pay roo,ooo gold coins and surrender the ciiy.
Those willirrg to leave wor-rld be free to do so
together '.l,ith aii rheir prooerty. Howevcr, the
Italians .1id rrot rccept to qi're up.

Ma'r' :6th; Rrrmcrs :har Venetian and Hungarian
aid ',vas on the u'ey spread among the soldiers,
who becatne more discouraged and did not
refr:irr t'onr hitte'l'r eriticizinp the l'ourto and
inexperienced SLrltan. Under these condirions,
the War Council conveneC to iook into the
possibiiities of a final general attack. Candarh
Halii Pasha reDeated his previous objections and
insisted on a retreat. Zalancs Pasha, however,
stronslv oooo.:ed the idea and stated that ihe
--_ ""b_J

Western forces could not start an allied attack
and that'J1e Otton)an army'il/as by far superior
to any enemy coming by sea and therefore ihe
aftacks should be conlinued without delzry. Koca
T\rrahan Bey and $ehabeddin Pasha supported
him and a decision for a general attack was
taken. The Sultan reluctantly gave permission
for three days of pillage by saying "The buildings
and stones of the ciry are mine, the rest is of the
soldiers." Zafanos Pasha was assigned ihe task
of determining the date of the attack and
making the preparations.

May zTth: Public criers notified the army that in
two days a general attack would be made.
Everyone began to prepare for the attack. The
bombardment on the "Cannon Breach" area was
intensified. During the night, ottoman soldiers
started frlling up the rrenches.

May z8th: Soldiers were granted a rest. In the
early morning, the young Sultan went to
Dolmabahqe and instructed the fleet to bombard
the city walls when the aftack starts. He then
visited the soldiers to boost up their morale. In
the afternoon, he gathered his commanders in
his tent and expressed his faith in victory under
the prevailing circumstances. Zaianos shifted
his forces at the Goiden Hom to the other side to
join the attack in the Blachernae region. Deep
silence prevailed within the Ottoman army that
night. The inhabitants of the city, feeling that
their end was near, gathered for a big religious
ceremony. The city was filled with the sound of
bells and hymns. The Emperor, during the last
assembly, urged everyone to defend the city. at
night he went to St Sophia and then returned to
his palace in Blachernae.

May zgth: At half past one during the night, the
Sultan ordered his army to attack. The defense
forces on the city walls prepared for combat
while the inhabitants of the city crowded the
churches and prayed. The whole Ottoman army
on land and sea proceeded under the deafening
sounds of drums, military bands and prayers.
The initial attack to weaken the enemy was
launched by the light infantry, yayas and the
azeb soldiers. The next attack, after their retreat,
was launched by the Anatolian soldiers led by
Ishak Pasha. one hour before dawn, the
cannons of Urban opened a breach in the
'wooden shieids. Around roo Anatolian soldiers
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piring, fasulye ve bahara[r; Kefe'nin bu[day, yag ve sal3rnura balrgr;
Dobruca, Akkerrnan ve Bofdan'nrn (]loldavya) ei ve zahiresi; Liuzey
Anadolu'nun odun ve tairlasr; Ege'nin ki-rrrr meyveleri; Tcsalya ve Trak-
,,-,,.,^ r.,,;.r^,,,. l\ /t^-^^-- r.xt --^inin sebze ve me\,,v;tsr hen deniz.yd rrirr uuBUsyr, ivr(_rr rrrat.t uotse5UlIII Seuze ve rIIer .__ ,,._^^-- yo-
luyla istanbul'a ulagryordu. Ozelle, Osnrarrli doneminCe istanbr rl'lrn
diinvanrn hiiviik melr'onollerinden biri haline seimesi. keliin teklar
"iki kara ve iki denizin" hakirni buyr-ik bir irnparatoriu$;n merkezi du-
rurnuna selisivle mumkln oLmnstur. r4q?'ten sonra Bizans'rn Kons-^^..b"^^Y.J..tJJ
fentirrnnrrliq'i nlnrijq Ocrn.:rrrlr'nrn Tctrnhrrl",,l^X4 vrr.*sy, .,^ ^..n tslllnDut u GogmuEiur.

Osmanir toolumunun mutlak bir hukumdar idaresinde natrimonialr^*"
karakteri kentin yapil.lnmasrna ozel bu karakter verntiqtir. Nahiyeler
ve mehallpler srrliat--'rn devlt-f hiir,'iiklerjnin rrer'- -..1--^11^;l^.;-ele'vL lllCLIC!LLLLl, J rr!, ,-(Lv rLL L/Lr) LtA'rClllilLl V(:yd. Ll. ldlILtIlr: ItqI.l<

lo'i-i'. l.-"'.1 "x,' 62mi va da mpt--i+ r-^--'-r.'l--r^-i ve Otrlarr bailr sos-I(:llttlrl I.Ltf LlLltiLf Lulrrr )u uc. rrrL.)LIL I\UIiLPIC[.JlCf r vL vrr!uru uqErr

yoekonomik gekirdekler gevresinde kurulmaktaydr

55 gr.in iqinde surlarln yikrhp kentin fethi, Osmanh Devleti'nin o za-
rm.n aricti# raLpolniik dijzprrj rre oroiitlerne oiir-iinii nrfrrzr l-nr.rman erl$rrgl re K..- *-,.r. b-*^--

,,* ^-l^-^l- rrilZrrrl ir-indp [ir diin-r: irnn:rri-nrluX" hrlino -p]pr.p_vs \JiILll.l ScrELE-6' yuLy II I(-lILL,{c LrII L,rLrIlya llrtPctrd.LUrrtlBu ltcllll"tE: ts-^---
frni habey ysyjynrdrr Riirriir* Qrrrpgll tarihCi N. Iorsa. isianbrrl Fatihi5',.,^,.^.j"Su'tl,

iqir-r qr.r sozleri yazmi$try: "O, zaferi, arkasrnda tnuazzam harabeler bvak-
makta aramadt. Daha qok feth eftigi gehri sistemli bir qekilde inqa ,:Lnrek ue

dairr;a yaratmak amactnl gitti."
Fatih, Rumeli ve Anadoiu'da askeri seferlerini "iki kara ve iki deniz"e
egemen merkeziyetqi imparatorluiu yaratma amacryla yaptifir gibi,
temel bir kaygisr da istanbul'u bu imparatorluia layrk bir metropol,
gerqek bir "payitaht" yapmak[r. O, aylrt e'.meksizin her tur mezhep-
ten insanrn kente yerlegmesini ve gegimini sailamasr iqin gereken
alt yapr onlemierini aidr. O zamana kadar Bizans'i golgede brrakmrq
oian Osmanh Bursa'sr ve Edirne'si gibi, yeni "payitaht" istanbul, ge-
liqmig bir Osmanh gehircilik gelenegi ile planh bir gekilde yeniden in-
qa ediimigtir. Bu onemli nokta, qimdiye kadar Batr literaturunde yeie-
rince belirtilmemigtir. Egemen bir iddiaya gore, islam kentieri bu ara-
da Osmanh kenti, higbir plan olmadan kendi haline brrakrlmr$ amorf
yerlegme alanlan durumundadrr. Agagrda verecegimiz aynntrh bilg-
ler, bunun tersini kanrtlamaktadir. Eski Yunan ve Roma kentleri gibi
Osmanh kentleri de planir yapiian ve ibadet, idare ve pazar yerlerinr
iqeren bir gekirdek gevresinde oiugur. Buyuk Osmanh kentlerinde ti-
caret ve endustri bolgesinin qekirdegi sayrlan Bedesten'in ingasrna
r456'da karar verilmlqtir (Bizans doneminde bu tur yaprlara Basilike
denirdi. Arap ulkelerinde Latince'den gelen kaysarriyya kelimesi kul-
lanrlmrgtrr). istanbul'da dokuma, silah ve oteki deferii maddelerin
satrldrir kubbeli bir bina olan iik Bedesten'de r4o dukkdn ve "sandlk"
vardl; en zengin tuccar (Bunlara tdcir-i kain denirdi) bu guvenceli bi-
nada oturur ve ihraq mallan getirtmek iqin tdcir-i seffar denilen ajan-
lanni kervan veya gemiyle uzak memleketlere gonderirler ya da srrf
kervan ticaretiyle ufragan gezginci tuccarla, kAn paylaqmak uzere
muddbara sozleqmeieri yaparlardi. r493'te Bedesten tuccanntn ro'u
Ermeni, beqi Yahudi, uqu Rum ve kalan rz2'sr Musltiman'di. Bu oran
sonralan gayri Muslimler lehine degiqecektir. Fatih, ticaretin geligtig
sonraki yrliarda, ipekii kumaglar iqin Sandal Bedesteni'ni (bugun agrk
arttlrma igin kullanrian Miizeyede Salonu) yaptrracakilr. Her buyuk
Osmanh kentinde oldugu gibi, plana gore, Bedesten'in dort kaprsrn-
dan qrkan dort yoiun qevresinde birbirine paralel sokaklarda gargriar
yer almaktaydr. Bu garqrlardan, Dogu duquncesine gore en "asil"
nlrnler Redr:cien'p cn rreLrn qrralanrntsft pn 117rLt. ltt,llnn.lm', svqls .-iaKla, KulrallrlllLls
mailan saran tuccann qarglsl olan Bit Pazan yer almrgttr. Bu garqrla-

entered throu3h th" breacl-L; ihey were
annihilated by the defense forces ho.,,vever.
Observing this, the Sr,rltan ordere:d his select
forces, the Jannisaries, to attack. The
Janrriseries, unshakt'n by :he heavy fire of
arrows and lances, proceeded to the irenches.
'lhe Sultan rode up to the breach and
encouraged his soldiers; the Jannisaries were
now fighting hlncl-to-h;nd with thu cnemy.

Meanwhile, an Ottornan force of 5o soldiers
managed to enter the city through the smail
Kerkoporta (thc lle)grad Cate) at Bl.rchernre.
which was unintentiorreliy left open by the
Byzantines. The Commancler-in-Chief
Ciustiniani, '"vho r,r'as fighting at the "Cannon
Breach" rrea, was gravely injured and escaped
to a Genoese ship at the Golden l{orn. His
soldiers follo'ved Irim, lerving the Emperor
alone. Learning about thc' event, the Sultan sent
the Janissaries there. Ultrbattr Hasan, with a
h;rtile rve;n his hend eleerad thc wrv nver thg
palisades, where he was killed by the enemy.
The Jirnissaries behind him, however, managed
to establish control at the breach. Frorn there,
they proceeded to the inner walLs and climbed
,,n rl-.^ ,,.-.11,. ^F+^- -,,-ihijetino fhp errpmrr(lV Lrl< w!tl1t dLlc( dllltrrrr!qLrrr<

ennino rlnrrrn the tr,'n,-\es 'fhe Oltnmarr flao--"""b '"" ^'*b
erecte.d at Kerkopoita couid now be observed
frorn far away. The defense at Blakhernai had
collapsed and the !/enetian ambassador had
been captured. Mean.;,,'hi1e, the naval azeb forces
entpred thp rirrr ihrnrroir the qoe rrrrlls 'l-ho

Emperor was confronted by a group of azeb
soldiers and was killed while he was trying to
escape with his treasure to a ship awaiting at
the Golden Horn.

The rumor that the Ottoman forces conquered
the city through the Kerkcporta, which was
allegedly left open by the Byzanrines, is repeated
by all Christian sources. However, according to
Ti:rsun Bey, who personally took part in the
battle, "the city was conquered through the Cannon
Breach".

THE RESTRUCTURING OF ISTANBUL AS AN
OTTOMAN-TURKiSH CIry

After the conquest, Mehmed II added the title
Kaiser to his other titles such as Hakan (Khan),
Sultan and Padishah. As is repeated in
contemporary Italian sources, Mehmeci II, after
conquering Istanbul and declaring it as the
capitai, considered himself the successor of the
Byzantine Emperors. He was planning to
conquer all iands which were previously subject
to the Byzantine Empire, and to incorporate
them to Istanbul by implementing a strictly
centralistic poliry. His pian inciuded the places
outside Anatolia and the Balkans which were
once subject to tJre Byzantine Empire, such as
Southem Crimea and Southem ltaiy. From a
strategic viewpoint, the conquest of Istanbul, the
con&ol over the Bosphorus and the Dardaneiles
and the sovereignty in Anatoiia, the Balkans, the
Black Sea and the Aegean Sea marked the actuai
foundation of the Ottoman Empire proper. After
the conquest, Mehmed II accepted the title
Sultdn'ul Berreyn and Hdkdn'uI Bahreyn, meaning
the "Sultan of the TWo Continents and The Khan
of the T\vo Seas" and in r454, sent his fleet to
the Black Sea and the Aegean Sea, demanding
the loca] governments in the region to recognize
him as their suzerain. Moreover, he built nvo
fortresses on the two sides of the Dardaneiles.
the Kale-yi Sultaniye (Qanakkale) and the
Kilidiiibahr, to bring istanbul to a safe key
position connecting Anatolia and the Balkans.
On the other hand, the Anadolu and Rumeli
fortresses were to protect Istanbui and the traffic
between its two sides from a possible attack
from ihe tsiack Sea. These fortifications
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ISTANBUL - woRLD ClTt

1n tr"imri Buyilk QarEr'yr (buguri Kapalrgar5l) olrLsturnruqtur l4B9'da
Buyuk Qarqrda 64t dtikkan (33'ii ayakkabrcr, 33'ri mestgi,44'i tal:ke-
ci, 5o'si abercr ve lerzi, 76'sr kuyurncu ve baska sanatlar) vardr. Sonra-
dan dukkin sayrsr iooo'i bttltnuq, qarsrlann ilstr-i ortulmLiq, istan-
bul'r-rn ticaret merkezi KapalLq.lr$r boylece meydana gelmigtir.

Sultarrrn yapitrdt$ Biiyuk Qargi'nrn yanrnda Fatih'in veztrazamr Mah-
nrud Paga'ntn yaptrrdr!t 265 dukkAndan oluqan ikinci buyiik qar$r
I'nnrnlcksi rrer alrr Kit'rrrr rrprilpn b[tirn bu tesisicr camive ha6lr ,za-
!\vrrrl/r! vu LurrJrul Lqrl(rjr! uq5rl

krflar olarak kurulmuqlur. islami vakrf kurumu, Osmanh qehirciligi-
nin ten-Lei taqtdrr; her tiir sosyal, ekonomik ve hayrr kurtrmu bu te-
mel kurr-rm Lizerinde yrikselrnislir. Vakrf, bir dini hayrr krrrurn',r igin
taErnrr ve taqiunraz ma1lar1n, zarnan sinlrl olmaksrzrn Allah adtna
adanrp bailanmasr, "haLrs" olutrmasrdrr. Onun idaresi bir vakfiye ile
beiirLertiyor, boylece }tizrnelin surekliliii sagJannlrs oluyordr,r. Bir va-
l,'€ l-;r \/.n.].- }. -rr." Lr,r-rr,-1..-, ;l-;ir rr.-J-^ l-"' l'""',-l^.'^ -;'KIt, Dlr yaIIOarl naylr Kurumtilll, oolir yanaan ou KUrUriilarLrr gorevlnl
t'rrr:hjlnroci jr-jn oelir c:Jl 2'\/rn lz:rrn t1.1 nr nl.t-L ]...1'-. ,1,. 1r-ro_y..r*_^^^ D_-.. _*b__./ _^^ ...aynaKr3r olaraK oa$llca 1K] Ka(egon-
den oluqur. Birjnci kategoride, ibadei yaprst ve onun qevresinde [s-
r-'-','r A'..rii"'l''i;ii ,nc.Jraco r"-iitii^L--^ r-^-r-'^-. itnaret /volctt vg fa_lc{lLr Ltt L./lI5\JrLtLrELt tllCLrICJC, I|L-LLL{PlIc1IIf-", IILIJLc'l.1lL, rrrr(.rr!L \Jvr!q
kirler icirr asevil ^'1^"-^ *^r"^r-i. cesnre c'ilti havnt ver altr. ikinci ka-.J^^. *y*'-lr >IUydLl' illtjKLCU-' :-y^--.- -^--.1
ieorrrida oplir- qpf iren f ac,tnr\1A7 ffi rll.t .1rct 1r^^ts- l'^--'^--b-- -*-, 5---- o- ..*- IrIaIt"tr, carQj, arasta, Kervansaray,
han, dukkAn, mahzen (depo), kapan, hanram gibri binalar .y'er ahr. Din
hizmetieri ve vakif gorevlileri maaglarrnr bu tesislerin gelirinden alrr.
Yukanda goruidiifli tizere Fatih Sultan Mehrned'in istanbill'u imar
icin carsr kanan 1-^'^ L^*^* -ibi alt vanr tesislerini. Avasofva Ca-t!rrr \qrtr, \ayqrL, LIdll, llctlllcllll Blur qrL Jqyr LLJrJrLr1M, I IJ/qJvr)i q

misr ile Fatih Camisi komplekslerine gelir kaynaE olmak uzere birer
"^1"r ^1^-^r' ;.^^r ettirdifrni biiirroruz. Bizans doneminden devlet ga-vd-f!lr Lrrctrdr\ rrllG ---^- *-b-^^- ----J (Jr uL. DrLd.LL> LlrJItclIll.i.lucli LlcvtE- o-.
nimeti oiarak kalan ev, kilise, manasllr ve depolann kiraian ile yeni-
den yapilan Bedesten ve Buyuk Qargr'nrn kira bedelleri bu iki sultani
vakfa baiianmigtrr. Aynr evkafa bafii oteki ticari tesis]er qunlardrr:
Bey Kervansarayl, Un-kapanr, Yemig-kapanr, T[z-anbar1, Mumhane,
Sabunhane, Cenderehane, Debbaghane (Tabakhane), Salhane, Boya-
hane ve Muytaban atolyesi.. Bundan bagka, iki hamam,46 kasap duk-
k5.nr, 4r a$qi dukkinr, z8 bozahane, finnlar ve kentin geqitli yerlerin-
de yaprlan garqriarda zooo dukkAn yine Fatih evkafindandrr. Qeqitli
kaynakiardan elde edilen i4 bin aitn gelir Ayasofya'nrn onarrmlna
ve gorevlilerine harcanmaktaydr. AyasofiTa'nrn onanmrndan sorumlu
daimi gorevli bir mimar vardl. Bu bakrm sayesindedir ki, bu muhte-
qem.yapr gunumr-ize kadar geiebiimigtir.

istanbul su tesisleri de camilere su getirme, halkin su ihtiyacrnr gi-
derme gibi bir dini hayrr igi olarak ele airnmrgtrr. Fatih, bu amaqla es-
ki Bizans su yollannr onanp, ilnlil Krrkgegme'yi yaptrrmrgttr. Planda
belirlenen odak bolgeler gevresinde mahallelerin kuruluguna gelince
soyle bir sr,ireg gozienmektedir: Toplu halde kendi istegiyle veya sur-
gun yontemiyle gelen topluluk, ilkin cema'at adi altrnda kentin boq
bir bolgesine yerieqtirilir. Orne$n, ispanya ve italya'dan surulen Ya-
hudi cemaatleri Katalan, Qigilya (Siciiya) ve bagka adlarla ayn cema-
atler olarak yerleqtirilmiq; fakat zamanla her cemaat, bir taprnak qev-
resinde bir mahalle oluqtr,rrmug veya cemaat mensuplan daha once
var olan Yahudi mahallelerine dagrimrgiardtr. Herhalde cemaat aga-
masrndan sonra kent halkr ile butunleqrne zamanla gergeklegen bir
sureqtir. idari bakrmdan Fatih'in istanbul'u, kurulu$ aSamastnda sur
iqi istanbul, Galata ve Eyup (Haslar) kadihklan olarak uq buyuk idari
birime aynhyor ve her kadrhk, kadrnrn naibieri idaresinde nahiyelere
boldnuyordu. Nahiyeler ise, mahalie mescldinin imamr ve halkr tem-
sil eden kahya (kethuda) idaresinde mahalleierden oluquyordu. Ma-
r.-^r1^ -^r;^*^-;rde devlet defr] ozel kjsiler. on A''^r. ^r*^r.+^".r' Ma-liiiILC gelliltle:Ii^-- *-,--- *-b^^ *yd.f. l.'lllrdIlLdyL.r1.

established actual TUrkish control in the Straits
for the first tirne. Tht-- Ottomans, during the
reign of Mehnred the Conqtreror and especially
during thiit of BayeziC It (r,18 r - t 5 r z), undertook
the bLrilding of a huge fleet, which coulcl
chrlllnop ihe V.neti:rns the oreat qA^ nr)rr/or-"-'^-'5\i """- b'
controlling the Mediterr.anean. During the r6th
centu ry, the Ottonrans srrccessfully
accomplished this task.

Control of the Aegean Sea and the Black Sea and
the security of the Straits was of vital
importance for the provisloning of {stanbul.
During the Byzantine period, the governnrent
hird to leave the control of the Black Sea and the
Aeqean Sea to the Cenoese and the \,/enetians,
and the Straits haci become a free passage for
everyolle. 't'he ciiy rvas thus confronted 'vith
difficrrltics in obtaining the necessary foud
supplies and had beconre totally dependent
"h^^ rF.^ 1+rli-n-'-1i,.-rotinn rrrifh rocrrn.t r^uPvrr i((< l(dlIdla5 Lal5LiLuu(. wrtrl lL.r!/LLr lu

provisions. It shc-ruld b* noted that the only
means of transportation of goods such as
cereals, rneat and wood to Istanbui was ihe sea
rdtt:pi rrrlrnr;rec lrrner'^'t.+i^^ k-' I^^J " ^-wilL'Lar Lro.ryulrdrlurr uy Ldltq wd>

evtr+molrr diffierrlt er,'l rnqtlrr It rrrrc fhp

government's control over the sea routes that
enabled Istalrbul to become one of thr. l:rrgest
cifjes in Errrope urlder Ottoman rule during the
r6th century. Rice, beans and spices frorn Eqypt,
"'L-^' r-] -* I .^: l'l 'i fish frnrn Kofc rr'erl 1p1iwrru'lL, td( driq Pr(Al<u
grain from Dobrrrca. Akkerman and t3ogdan
(Moldavia), wood and timber from Northern
Anatolia, dried fruits from Western Anatolia,
wheat from Thesally and Thrace, and fruits and
vegetables from the Marmara region were all
rransported to lstanbul by sea. In short, it was
the position Istanbul resumed as the centre of a
giant Empire ruling over "the two continents and
the two seas" that led to its becoming one of the
world's largest metropolises during Ottoman
times. After the year 1453, the Byzantine
"Constandnople" deceased and the Ottoman
"lstanbul" was born.

The patrimonial makeup of the Ottoman society
ruled by a sovereign gave the city a special
character. The districts of the city were
established around the mosques or mescits
(small mosque) and the socio-economic
complexes surrounding them, which were built
by the Sultan, by the elite or the notables of the
district.

The desu-uction of the wails and the conquest of
the city within 55 days revealed the high level of
technoiogy and'.he distinguished institutional
efficiency of the Ottoman Empire at that time
and predestined its evolution into a world
empire during the next century. The great
Romanian historian N. Iorga describes the
Conqueror of Istanbul as follows: "Victory for him
did not mean leaving huge ruins behind. His aim
was rather to systemdtically reconstruct the
conquered ciry and to create it anew."

The military campaigns of Mehmed the
Conqueror in Rumelia as weli as in Anatolia
aimed at establishing a centralized empire,
sovereign of "the two continents and the two
seas". Another objective of Mehmed il was to
rebuild istanbul as a metropolitan city and a
capital worthy of the huge Empire. He completed
the necessary infrastructure for the settlement
and subsistence of peoples, without ethnic or
religious discrimination. The well-developed
Ottornan tradition of urbanisrn, the success of
which was previousiy proven in the cities of
Bursa and Edirne, was now put to use for t]re
restrucruring of tstanbul. This important point
has generally been omitted in Western
literature. It is generaliy beiieved that the
Islamic ciry -and with it the Ottoman city- is an



FIM f!lr1 v; IsrANIJr.juLlr IE,lPlNlMli
THE CONQUEROR, THE (]OI'iQUEST AND THT RESTRUCTURiNC OI- IST;N;UL

haile, bir zengittirt, esnairri ya Ca bir Luccanri yapLirdrpr nrescit qevre-
siride pelisivordr.r. islanr'da esempn rn;rhr.r,rrrivcf lallrrlr pere6 devletb_^^y^J r.,.,,-y._L r\(.r!{rr 5Lr!5r, u

ozel hayatrn gcqti[i nrahalleiere doirrrdarr kangrr']az; mahalle iEleri,
irnrtn trz Az lrr.fhii A= ar^.rl'ir,.lr rriiriitiilii rrliirrrrcLrrr j(r uq NLLltuua clctL LltSlyid yLrl LtLLItL,rILtL,t.

ista nhr rl r-evresj n d,. Rnir zi rt' ni'r R r r rn olj lii yrla l ndall KaradeniZ Ve".r \-vrurrrruL uvScar\r lrlrl l\urtr'-rt l\rjftcttl

llviin ce'vrpsin,'}:adar uzat)an bolpede r5o kadar }':ov krrsrfma srra-").'y ruv r\L(ue} r.vJ, 
^'*y,.r_r1r(. 

J

srrrda nufusunu kaybetmistj. O zanrarrki ko;ullarda bu koylerdeki
iiretirn, kentin beslenmesi bakrmrndan irayatr bir cjnern taqlyor ve
veniden niiir rsl andrrrlnr:lerr ooreL'irinrdrr Fatih hrr kovl eri "senlet-

^1qrL(l1 5_rLr\'jlvrur.. lu.LL.t u u r\v/rLrr 9sr!r

me", yani iskiu ve iiretin-re hazrriama icin gu y6n[ctne bagvurdu: 0n-
cp hn knvlerdan bir boliimune sijrpiln vorrtenrirrle YnriiLlar'i rrerles-!L, u JvrrLllrrtjtL ! vf u.,r!r r yLrtlJ

lirdi Yiiz kadar koyc, Balkanlar':i yaptrir seferlcrcle tutsak ettiqi Rurn
tre Srrn korrliiicrinl sefirffi. Sava- ^'-;-; ^-"'r-r'l'r^rt'dau Onlart "oftak-VC JLtP NUylLllClr!rr <L(rrLLr. uuvul CJIIt JctyIfLftNI.t

-. 1-'.1" ^+^ t:'.^:' -r1r/i . tfrni dorrl.,i tnnrrlrl.rl ii-ari^ J - ^..r-1.-,1,1.'l1 arrlt-
\I-f\!ll )LclLU>Lt !ctut, _/'trrr L,icvrcL LUPIciKLc-tlI LIZCIIIL(-lC UiL<iK!tLlKlc y-.,^

qan koyliiler dururnuna getirdi.

Fltih nncp.{rrt"^{-". f-.'ni.i L^'1 nlpl.ci jle elrirenr fpcjclorj ni krrrr uLrr!, ^,_,*iotya LatT}lst KoI _t_r. ...- ..*rmu9-
lrtr Snrtrelrrr r/6?'te OStnan]t Iorrr l,','^.'' ool-nCk Ve kUfallafllll iZle-+v.) Lg rrL !!!rrL t\qrrrrq 6!1Ll

yerek istanbr-rlda kendi adrna bir cami iie suitani bir kirlliye irl?asrni
emretti. Sekiz yrl iginde tarn.rnlanan bu kompleksin hayrat binaiarr,
roo.ooo m2 alan kaplryordu ve bir canri ile iki yaninde carniye parxiel
sekiz buyiik, sekiz kriqrik rnedrese, bir tabhane (krg rnisafirhanesi),
bir imaref (misafirhane ve asevi) hastane srhvan mektebi ve bir kii-v 

'), 
LLvr !L(Lr\-,

tuphaneyi igeriyordu. Ayrrca kompleks gevresinde ulema iqin evler
yaptrrlirr)rStr. Hayrat binalarrnrn masraflarnlr surekli biqimde karqrla-
mak iqi.n yaprlan tesisler, z8o dukkandan olugan ve duvarla qevrili bir
buyuk qarqlyr (Sultan Pazan), r ro diikkdndan oluqan ve duvarla qev-
rili bir buyuk sarachane ile hamamlarr (Q'.rkur Hamam ve Irgatlar Ha-
maml) iqeriyordu. Kuzeyde bir at pazan ve ahrrlar yer almaktaydr.
Saraqhane'nin guneyinde yeniqenler igin yeni krglalar yaprlmrgtr. l

Kompleksin, gegitli kaynaklanndan yrlhk geliri r milyon 32r brn 2r9
akqaya (ykq 3z bin altrn) yukseii.yordu. Cami ve diier hayrat binaia-
nnda, maa$larlnr Fatih Vakfi'ndan alan gorevlilerin sayrsr 383'tu. Ay-
nca ulemaya, sakat askerlere bu gelirden maaq baflanmrgtr. imarette
pigen yemekten bagka, her gun 33oo ekmek dairtrirrdi. Ozetle, bu te-
sisier her qegit dini, sosyal ve ekonomik hizmetleri kargrlayan tipik
bir Osmanh kent gekirdegini olugturuyordu. Sur igi istanbul'unda te- I

sislerin kurulduiu yerler qogu kez Bizans donemindeki iqlevleri de-
vam ettirmekteydi. Orne$n Bedesten ve Buyuk Qargr bolgesinde Bi-
zans doneminde de aynr hizmetler gorulmekteydi. imparatorlann
Hippodrom'u, Osmanh doneminde, cirit, dugun ve sunnet torenlerin-
de genel eilence ve oyunLarrn yaprldig Atmeydanr haline gelmigtir.
Halig liman bolgesinde Un-kapanl, Bizans doneminde de aynr iglevi
gormekteydi. Fakat kent surlan otesinde Eyup tamamryla bir Turk
kasabasr olarak kurulmuqtur. Fatih'in Hz. Muhammed'in sahabele-
rinden Aba Ayyub'a (Eyup Sultan) ait oiduiu iddia edilen mezar us-
tunde yaptrrdrfr turbe, cami ve imaret kompieksi qevresinde zaman-
Ia tipik bir Osmanh kasabasr geligmigtir. iik halkr Bursa'dan gelen
goqmenlerdi. Aba Ayyub, istanbul'un kutsal patronu olmugtur. Orta-
gai Avrupa'slnda azizlerin mezarlan qevresinde kurulmuq kutsal qe-
hirler glbi Eyup kasabasr da butun islam dunyasr iqin bir ziyaret yen
durumuna gelmig, ozgun bir karakter kazanmlgtir.

r459'da sultanln emriyle oteki vezirler de kentin bagka semtlerinde
benzeri kompleksier meydana getirdiler; istanbul igindeki nahiyeier
de bunlarln qevresinde kuruldu (Res.r).

't)

a nrorphotrs se. ttl enren t, devr-i opin g by i tsel f,
r.vilhoui a ground plan. The following details
howt'ver, prrove thet the opposite is true.

Like the ancient Greek atrd Roman cities,
Ottoman cities were built ar:or-rnd a planned core
aiea, comDrising charitable and religious
buildings and rrtarkeplaces. The construction of
the "lledestan", considered as the core of the
cicy's cornrrrercial ancl indLrstr i;rl zorre, wes
decided in thr. year ra56 (During the Byzantine
period, such buildings were called Basiiica. The
Arabic version Kaysariyyn cornes from the Latin).
The first Bedestarn in Ist:rnbul, a domed br.rildirrg
where textiles, weapons and simiiar valuables
,.verc sold, comprise.d r4o shol>s end "sate
boxes". The most tacir-i koin (r,vell-to.<1o
merchants) resided in tiris slf. building a:rd
sent the ticir-i seJfar (their egents) ro distant
countries by ships or caravans to bring foreigir
soods with thern Altern:ti'r-l'' 'hav nade n16fi1

-'J""-J '1r4e! Hr

sharinq agreemenls called rludiiraba, with the
ilinerant nrerchants who were engaged mostly
in caravan tradc. As of the year r+93, the
merchants in the Bedestan consisted of ten
A rm*nians firrp lr'rrs three Greeks and r Zz
lvluslinrs. Howcver, later on, this compositior-
changed in favour of the non-Muslim
merchants. During the following years, with t.he
y'e'relnnment of .rarlp Llehmed ihe {-nnnr rerof
built the Sandal Bedestan (today used for public
auctions), '"vhere silk fabrics were sold. Like in
every large Ottoman ciqy, around the Bedestan
the shops of the Qnrgr were located on alleys
parallel to the four main streets starting from
the four gates of the Bedestan. Shops seiling
turbans and the like, considered most "noble"
according to oriental philosophy, were located
most ciosely to the Bedestan. The most distant
shops, on the other hand, formed the Bit Pazarr
(Flee Market), where second hand objects were
sold. All these shops together constituted the
Grand Bazaar or Qargr (Covered Bazaar of today).
In the year r489, the Grand Bazaar cornprised
54r shops, arnong them 33 shoemakers, 33
mestEis poot makers), 44 takkecis ftat makers),
5o aboos (dressmakers) and tailors, 76 jeweiers
and other craftsmen. During tJ:re following years,
the number of shops reached one thousand and
the shops were covered with a roof, thus making
up the "Grand Bazaar", the commercial centre of
Istanbul.

The second largest commercial complex with
265 shops, built by the Mahmud Pasha, Grand
Vizier of Mehmed the Conqueror, is located next
to the Grand Bazaar built by the Suitan himself.
All these facilities which were renied to
merchants were organized as waq..fs (pious
foundation) each related to a mosque. The
Islamic institution of. waqJ constitutes the basis
of Ottoman urbanism, and all kinds of social
economic and charitabie organizations have
developed from this institution. Wad is rhe
assignment of movable and immovable property
with unlimited terms to a religious institution,
in the name of Allah. The waqf was managed
under a waqfyye (charter), ensuring its
uninterrupted functioning. A waqf consisteci of
two parts, the first part being the charitabie
institution itself and Lhe second part the sources
of revenue of the ruaq.f. The first part comprised
the religious buiiding and around it the pious
foundations suggested by the Islamic religion:
the madrasa, library, hospital, public kitchen for
the poor and the travelers, primary school and
fountain. The second part consisted of
immovable property which generated an income,
the bazaar, the arasta, the caravanserai, the han
(inn), the shops, the warehouse, the trading hall
and the pr,rblic bath. The salaries of the reiigious
officials and the ernployees as well as the repairFatih doneminden sonra 11. Bavezid doneminde yaDrian belltbash
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l-nnrnlpksler Mahmrrd Pasa Mrrrad Pas;r (ledik Ahrned Pasa MustafallL/IrLrrL/\Jr!., LtYu, rY1

pirsa, Carrdarir Ibrahinr Paga, Hadrm Ali Paq;r kutiiyeleridir. KentLn gc-

gitli senrtlerinde cami, ntedrese, mektep, imaret ve lralk iqin dinive
^ -..^t r---,.r.^ L;-:metleri karsrlaVrn hn }-illlir,,eler cevroqinlte de za_SUbyLlI Uctl||cr lllz.^. JJtL uu r-L(iri)urcr !cvt(:JtllLrc L{L L

manla nrahallelcr krrru lmug, boylece r 5oo'lerde istarrbr.rl'un r z nahi-
yesi ortiya qrknirq;lrr. I3 km,'iik gerris bir alanr kaplayan sur igi Istan-
bul, bir merkez gevresinde konsantrik bicinrde geliEmi; klasik iipte
bir kent olarak karakterize edilemez. is[anbul, daha gok bu genig me-
kanda gc:qitli nahiyelerde sultanln veya vezirlerinin yapLrgr buyuk
kulliyeler cevresinde olusmuslilr. I{er na}riye ortaslndo bir buyuk
kutiiye brrlurrdtLgu gibi, maltalluler de tnescit, kilise veya sir-raqoglar
gevr.esinde geliqrnigtir. Boylece kenrin kuruitrgunda kornpleksl er pat-
rinrnnirl hirrer:rrsik hir diizeni vansrltr. Hicbir vezir sultatrrnkitrdenI ILtr\/rrru! ,.._/ -t

d:rha bil'rlik bir konipleks yapan'raz. Haiktan kiqiicrin I'aptr[i carni]er
ise ancak mahalle mescitlerrdir. istanbr-rl'da bir irierkez bolge aranlr-
sr bu, Helig linian boigesi ile Biiyuk QarEL'ntn br-rlunduiu pazar bol-
gesidir. Deniz yohr ile erzak ve e$yanrn ge ldifi ve buytik kapan]ann
bultLndufu liman bolgesiy]e ketvanlann son duragi Buyuk QarEi bir-
hirirre narllel VCll--l ^ l.--Xi^-r 'l',1 .- D', -'^ll.''- ;l-; '.^-''-J^ l;'l'l'Aniaf

r..-,.,*^ J )LL<LL ld U,lBldilLlllLl.tI. Dtr yUlIdLl.lI .tl<\I ydllrtlLtcl LiL-t[.I''

yer almrqtrr. Bizans doneminde oldugu gibi Csnranlt doneminde ve
oiinirrniizde hrr llolse istanhrrl'rin pn certlt altqvr hrin-b- ^- *..Y , :rlE )'eII, yanl Fe
rner kL'zi ro.lunu ustlennrtgttr.

Antik kentlerde olduiu gibi, isiam kentinde de yerleEr-ne iki bohim-
Jo'. nl,rcrrr crAriinrnc.lzfadir F,iirriik fenrnelz rrp hiitriil, niTarln hrrloen oLugur gur u.,,^,-,,.- *., ..-. . - - JyLIK IJtiZaI III UUIUn-
dugr bolilmde kentin ekonomik ve sosyal hayatr odaklaqrr; burast
planh ve organizedir. Onun otesinde halkrn ozel hayattnin geqtigi ge-

liqiguzel kurulmug mahalleler yer ahr. Herhaide zoo bini a;;an nrifusu
ve r2 nahiyesi ile tarihi Osmanh istanbul'u esas olarak II. Bayezid
doneminde ortaya grkmrgtr. Bu donemde sur iqi istanbul, asrl buyuk
metropol durumundaydr. Galata, Eyup (Hasiar) ve Asya dan gelen
kervanlann son duraS olan Uskiidar ona tabi kuquk kasabalar halin-
deydi. t9. yilzytlda Galata-Pera kuzey dofrultusunda buyuk bir gelig-
me gostererek istanbul'u golgede brrakacak, Uskudar-Kadrkoyden
Pendik'e uzanan sahil boyunca mevcut eski yazhk semtler ise ancak
r95o-r99o arasrnda birleqip buyuk bir gehir manzarasr kazanacaktlr.
Bu geligmeier, r5. yuzyrlda Halig liman bolgesinde meydana qrkan is-
tanbul-Galata pazar bolgesinin merkez iqlevini hiqbir zaman bertaraf
etmemigtir.

Gorulaugu uzere, Turk istanbul'un temelini Fatih Sultan Mehmed at-
mrqfir. Vakfiye'de dendigi gibi "Hriner bir qehr binyA,d etmektir, Reay6'

kalbin AbAd etmektir" (Marifet bir qehir yaratmak, boylece halkrn gon-
lunu yapmaktrr). Bu sozler, vakrf kurumuna dayanan Osmanh gehir-
ciiik geieneSnin bilincini ve amaclni ifade etmektedir.

GALATA

r Lrrziran r nc->'rg ll. Mehmed'in btr ahdnameSi ile teslim olan Gala-L tLO-LLLo.rI a+)5 L

ta da nufusun buyuk boitimu ile temel yaprlar Osmanh idaresine geq-

mrqtir. Bu ahdn?,me ile ahaliye "Qmdn", yani isiam dinine gore sulta-
nrn yeminiyle mal ve can guvencesi verilmigtir. r9. yuzyrida Avrupah
yabancriann ve Levantenler'i.n iddia etti.gi gibi bu ahdndme, iq idarede
otonomi hakian bagrqlayan bir belge degrldir. Tesiimden sonra suitan
hemen bir voyvoda (subasr) ve kadr atayarak kenti dofrudan dogruya
Osmanh rdaresi altrna sokmuqtur. Bizans doneminde Cenevi.zliler
kenti guqlu surlarla qevirerek bafrmsrz bir Ceneviz kolonisi haline
setirmislerdi: Osmanh iCaresinde ise bu durum tamamr.yla kalkmrs-

1ii
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e.xpenses of the waql were paid out of the
revenue from these sources. it is known that
Mehrned the Conqr-reror crganized the shops,
kapans (public trade hall), inns arrd rhe public
baths as waq.;ts which ser.zed as a source of
revenue for the St Sophia and the Fatih
nrnqnrtr'q 'l-ho r-,nl< nf tlrr, hor:qoq rhr,rehcq

nronz,steries and w:rrehouses left 6vgv [y t]re
Byzantines, were also r.rsed for the construction
l','orks as Llaq_1F. Other conrmercial institutions
related to the same found:rtions w€rre as follows:
-fhp Rorr 1-arrrrrnqerri the I Irr-lrenanr /Flnrrr''*r'_"'\"-*'
llall\ the Yomic-t-'rnanr lFrrrit Hell) rhe'I\rz-......Y^...y'.,.^\^.*.
anbarr (Salt Depot), ihe Murnhane (Candle
Factory), thc Sebrrnharrr (Soeu Factory), the
Cend,'retrarre (the T,:xtile Finishing Hotrse), the
Dohhrohrno /:lr>'l--rrrnnn:\ rhe (elhrne /thc

,,1 
\l il 9ql!l\..'- 

\....'

SlaLrghter House), the Boyahane (llyeing House).
Moreover, two public baths, .16 butchers' shops,

4r restaLlr3nts, z8 bozahdnes (the boza shops),
bakeries and zooo otLrer. shops aLl around the
'.inr ,r,-ro i-.1'r,-l-l in rh,' r,rnzrfc nf l\fohrneri rL.^!rLy ,vrilc rrr!ruuEu r,r !'re wuLUr
/-nnnrr,rrnr r / n^^ onlri r^ins ahtainpd frnmr+rvvv

various ruriqf sources of revenue, wcre .:llocatcd
Fnr fhl renririno of tho (t (nnhie and for rhe
salaries of its empioyees. An architect was
nermanentlv ernnloved for the repair works of""'r'-l
the St Sophia. Thanks to these renovations and
rreinfnnerrre rhi< m r-niFir,'rrr hrrilrlino hes
sunrived to the presenr times.

The construcrion of ihe ',vatel supply facilities
providing the mosques and the houses of the
ciry u,ith water w:ls considered a religious
chariry. For this purposc, Mehmed the
Conrlueror renovatcd the old Byzantine
aqueducts and built the famous Krrkgegme
farrnteinc Thp cpftirro rrn nf neur districts

around a planned core area done in the
foilowing manner: First a group of people calied
cemaat (communiry), who were either exiled or
came to the city of their own will, were settled
in an empty area. For example, rwo Jewish
cemaats which were exiled from Italy and Spain,
were settled separately under different names
such as the Catalans and the Sicilians. over
time, each one of these cemaats set up a

separate distr-ict organized around a religious
building or, the cemaat members were dispersed
into existing iewish distr-icts of the city. The
integration of the cemaat into the ciry was
presumabiy a gradual process. During the reign
of Mehmed tJre Conqueror Istanbul, basically
consisted of three administrative units cailed
kadrhks: the intra-murai Istanbul, Galata and
Eyiip (Hasiar). Each kadrhk was divided into
nahiyes (townships) administered by the naibs
(surrogate judges) of the kadr. The nahiyes in
turn consisted of nrahalles (district) administered
by the imam (prayer lider) of the disrict mosque
and the town steward, kdhya or kethiida, the
representative of the peopie iiving in the district.
The expansion of the districts was pioneered by
private persons rather ihan the state. The
districts developed around a mescit built mostiy
by a wealthy person, a merchant or an artisan.
in line with the rule of privacy of the Islamic
religion, the state did not interfere directly in the
district, which was considered to be within the
domain of private life. Daily affairs of the district
were dealt with by the imam or the kethLido.

The population of r5o viilages around the ciry,
located within the area extending from the
European shores of the Bosphorus to the Black
Sea and Eynp, fled or were enslaved during the
siege. Under the prevailing conditions, the
production made in these villages had profound
importance for the feeding of the city and
therefore they had to be populated immediately.
Mehmed the Conqueror's strategy for the
"reclamation" of these villases was as follows:
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+rv .,-- n^*^^11 niiff fS SaVfnIn^ -,;i"^ r'^l-r-^'r,. ^^,,.i ^f;,-li- -.UfLfSLlL. t1l)) \-/Jtl. ldlllr rrLrrLrJ Jd.J/rrrrrrlcl E;Uti:, \tdl({Lc{Lt.l gclyll lvlU)Illli Il
iir- krfpoorirrp arrrrlntrsfl Rirj ncjsi kpnlr. ocr-jr-i nl--^l' ^^l'-;,- /-^'--b'-^.t, ,.) -^^^.^.y b_r-._^ _taraK getlni$ Lenevlz-
li ve Venedikii tiiccar, ikincisi Osmanlr tabiyeti alrrna geqcn yerli Ce-
rrevizl ile r ijcirncusu Ceneviz doneniincle verlesm is Rr ; rnl :r r Yeh udi lerj''^'Y
ve Erirleniier. Cenevizli tuccara kapitulasyon garantileri verilrnis; ote-
ki Cenevizliler Osmanh Devieti'nin gayri Muslirn tebaasi Zimmiler gi-
bi, Osmanh'nrn tebaasr olmuqlardrr. Fatih, Avrupa ile ticaretin mer-
kezi oian Galata'ntn eskisi gibi iglek bir ticaret limanr olarak kalmasr-
n: AnFnl \/orirrnrr]rr Rrr rrnrr-lr l....nlrrr iin rtr ir-inrl ,= crori rl Anrliilrlo-rla ulILIlt vsl r/uIu\4, DLI (1rrlcl.llci NG.\cilll(tl ct, Ll! cry IVItILTC SqiI L-r\rilllLl'F!.tC-

d takdirde evlerinin ve mallannrn teslirn olunacafrnr ilan etti. r455
qA\,.tntt onc,ierirrnr L'i oe'ri rfoncnler nlnrtrcfrrr ft'rnnnlr-,n .ni,,, -,--) --.^. b'-- r-^ b-^^ * .*,. ,,*qanlarin qogu zcngln
Cenevizli ve Rumlar'dr. Aralannda yalnrz iki Ermeni vardr; YahLidi-
ler'den kaqan yoktu. Kentin Osrnanhlar'a tesliminde, Ceneviz idaresi-
ile kar$r olan Yahudi, Ermeni ve Rumlar'tn baskr yapttgr aniaErlmak-
tadtr. Ceneviz doneminde qehir niifusu artrp yeni rnahal]eler kurul-
dukga, burrlan korr.rmak iqirr yeni srrrl.ar 1'apLlnrrq, boylece ig surlarla
Galata beg bolurnlu bir kale halini alnrrgtrr. Sultan, Garlata kara surla-
nnli'r, euvenlik nedeniyle yer yer yrkrlntastnr emretrniq, ttna kerrt,
Ceneviz donemindel:i esas fopogra fyasrnL korr.rrnus tr-rr. ilk Cerreviz
cokirde k bolE esi A zan-1zr "' ilo r/^--r'x" ^ iqki holijm hilvirk\LrrrruLN uvrSLJr, l )'rcP-NdPI lj.c t\cttciI.!\Jy ctld>IIlLlaNr uurLrrlr, uLry u

kuLeve do6nr senislernis Osmar-Lh doneminde de Galata'nrn en canli-b-,.tY.-.

ticaret bolgesi olarak kalmrqtrr. Cenevizliler'in Eski Lonca ve Yeni
Lonca'sr, bellibasir Latin kiiiseleri (San Michele, Sarr Francesco, Santa
Anna, Santa Maria, San Donrenico, San Zani) bu bolgededir.
Yahudiier ilk kalenin do$usunda Karakoy ve Yuksekkaldrnm boyun-
-^. D,,-r^. Dii,,;ik Krrle /Calara Krrlesi) ile ilk ceneviz Kalesi araslnda!c., I\ullJ.lat DvJ uN l\ul,g \\Jq.]ctLa rYJrCJr/ lIg lIN \JgL

ve Karakoy'den Tophane'ye kadar kryrda Halig uzerinde; Ermeniler
ise onlanln arkaslnda yamaqta yer almaktaydrlar. r45S saylmrna gore
Gaiata'da en kalabalik nirfusu Rumlar olugturuyordu. Nufusca ondan
sonra Latinler (Cenevizli, Venedik ve Kataian) geliyordu; Errneniler
uquncu, Yahudiler en son siradavdl. Galata'da Tiirk nufusunun yer-
legmesi yarlm yuzyrl almrg; Turkler kentin tenha batr bolumunde
yoiunlagmrgtrr. ilk S-ro yrl iqinde i1k yeriegenier arasrnda denizci
azepler, kaptaniar, Galata Kuiesi gevresinde, Kule'de gorev yapan
yenigeriler yer almaktadrr. Askeri srnrf drqrnda ilk yerieqen Turkler
arasrnda Ankara'dan bir sof tuccan, bir kurk tirccan, bir hamamcr,
demirci ve bir nakkag da buiunmaktadlr. Galata hrzia Turkleqmiqtir.
r4Br tarihli vakfiyede r3 itaiyan, sekiz Rum ve altr Ermeni mahal-
lesine karqr Turkler'in yerleqtigi mahallelerin sayisi 20'yr bulmugtur.
Kadr Muhyiddin'in yaptrgr r47B tarihli Galata sayrml sonucu 592
Rum-Ortodoks, 535 Musluman, 332 Latin (Efrenciyan yani Katolik Av-
rupah nufus) ve 62 Ermeni hanesi tespit edilmigtir. Boyiece daha
r478'de nufusun Y" 49.Bo'i Musiuman, kalant gayri Muslim'di. Mus-
]uman mahalielerinde Hrristiyanlar'rn yerleqmesine izin verilmemiq-
ti; fakat pazar bolgesinde ve esnaf birliklerinde tuccar ve esnaf hangi
dinden olursa olsun birarada gahgrrdr.

Fetih'in en onemli sonuglanndan biri, Gaiata'nrn istanbul ile her
bakrmdan butunieqmesidir. Galata yalnlz ticaret bakrmindan deS1,
ya$am stili bakrmrndan da istanbul'un Avrupa'ya agrlan penceresi 01-

muqtur. Fatih'in tarihgisi T[rsun Bey (r49o'a dogru) "eQer istanbul'dqn
Frengistan'a (yani Galata'ya) geqmek istersen kay$abir akqe odemen

yeter," diyor. Osmanit idaresinde I453-r49o araslna rastiayan Galata-
Ceneviz noter kayrtlan, serbest yagam rre ticaret bakrmrndan eskiye
gore onemli bir degqiklik oimadrfrnt ortaya koymaktad:.:'. Magniftca
Comunita di Pera adrnr alan Osmanli tebasr Ceneviz cemaatine bir
protegeros (kethiida) idaresinde kendi ig islerini duzenleme hakkr

First he forcib)y settled the Ybriiks in some of
these villages. Around a hur.rdrecl villages were
oopulatcd by Greek and Serbian viJlagers, who
had been taken prisoners during his rnilitary
canrpaigns in the Balkans. Tfrese villagers were
given the statLrs of ortakgr-kuls (sharecroppt,rs)
sirrce they rvere considered prisoners of war and
were forced to become shar..cropping farmers
workir-rg on state-owned lands.

Mehmed the Conqueror first built th.e compier-
and the infrastmcture faciiities attached to the
St Sophia Mosque. Then in r-163, in accordance
with the Ottoman tradirion of ciry-building, he
ordered the construction of a mosque and a

Sultanic conrplex in his own name. The
btrilciings for the pious foundations of this
conrplex -'.irfrich wa.s corrrpleted in eight yeais-
spanned :{n area of roo,ooo rn?. The complex
co'nnrisr.d r rnnsnuo eipht l:rrqe end eiph: srnall

'-.5...'.5.'.-
nradrasas on both sides of the rnosque, a
tabhurte (heated winter hospice), arr im,rret
(public kitchen and guesthor.rse), a hospital, a
primary school and a library. ivforeover, houses
for the ulema (theological scholars) ,vere built
around the conrplex. The facilities set up as a
soLlrde of incorne for the pious [orrndations
conrprised a large bazaar (the Sr.rltan Bazaar)
w-ith z8o strops, a large sarachane (saddler's hail)
'sith r rn sl'nrrs s,rrrnr:nded l)L' 2 'rrll :rn{J nr/o
hememq f thp f'rrLrrr H,.^,--. --,'l rL'^ r.--.tl-'r!dtIl<il!l dliu tLlc llEJirdr

He m e m) -l-n lho nnrlh f h;r> rr.'or o lho hnrsa

rnarket and the stables. To the south of
Saraqhane, new barracks fcr the Jannisaries
were Lruilt. The annual income of ihe complex
from various sources reached r,3zi,zt9 akgas
(app. 3z,ooo gold coins). The number of officials
in the mosque and the other pious foundations
who received tJreir pensions fiorn the Wa4t of
Fatih was 383. Morecver, the theological scholars
and invalid soldiers were paid pensions out of
this income. Besides the flee food cooked at the
imaret,33oo loaves of bread a day were
distributed free of charge. In short, these
facilities constituted the core of a typical
Ottoman city, rendering all kinds of religious,
social and economic services. The locations of
the Byzantine facilities within intra-mural
Istanbul in general remained unchanged during
the ottoman period. The Bedestan and the
Grand Bazaar sections of the city for exampie
also had the same functions during the
Byzantine period. The Hippodrome of the
Byzantine Emperors was converted into the
Atrneydanr of the Ottoman period, where
spectacles and shows were organized at events
such as weddings, circumscisions or cirit (javelin
throwing) games. The Un-kapanr, a place within
the port region at the Goiden Horn, used for the
weighing and distributing of flour, had the same
function during the Byzantine period. The town
of Eyiip beyond the city walls however, was from
its very roots established as a T\rrkish town.
Here, a trirbe (mausoieum), mosque and imaret
complex built by Mehmed the Conqueror on the
tomb -ailegediy that of Prophet Mohammed's
companion Aba Ayyub- developed in time into a
typical Ottoman town. The first inhabitants of
this town were forcibly brought from the city of
Bursa. Later on, Aba Ayyub began to be
considered the patron of istanbui. Like the hoiy
European cities of the Middle Ages which were
established around the tombs of saints, the
town of Eyiip became a visiting point for the
whole Islamic world and acquired a unique
character.

In the year 1459, the viziers of the Sultan
started, upon his orders, to construct similar
complexes in other parts of the city and the new
districts of Istanbul developed around these
(Fig. r).
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[aninml$tt. r5.10'larda eski San Michele Kilisesi yerinde Rustem pasa

bir bedesten ve han yaptrrarak, buyrrk tuccar ve delerli ithal maiian
i^i- oiir/on-^li hir tiCafei nfefkezi vnrafprrs olri rr Crlrrr a'n, ?.rtlrrr SLlvqrrLut-t t'tt LlLdrcL lj.tcltrca^ 7 -. L'alata aylll Zaman-
'-l- -^"ri*''^x- "^ qlran oihi fo.- tn',llerrnrn hr.l'.. ^r\lv^^n.',,-,.1 "LLLL L=y Lrrryc15l VC gctrL(y Sru! ugu rlictllal IIIlII Ui.tSltca alllfepoSLlyOU.
Obur yandan, 16. yJzytlda Kasirnpasa semti ir:rparatorlufun esas ter-
sanesi ve dollanma merkezi olunca, Galata da denizcilerin ve deniz-
cilik sanatlarrnrn baghca mekini haline geldi. 17. yizyrl baqlannda
Cialata'da liim AvrLlpail Katolik nlifus r roo kigi olaral: hesaplanmrqtrr.
Buna azid edilmig 5oo esirle donanma zindanlanndaki 2ooo Katolik
esir eklenmelidir. r765'te r7 Alman, 33 Franslz, r3 itaiyan olmak
uzere Avrupalr nLifus oldukga ku,:irk bjr ropliLluk olustunryordu. BLi
yabancriarin kisisel igleri icirt Galata kadrsrna basvurdrrklannr Galata
Ilrahl:eme sicillerindt-tn oire rriyoruz. Ceneviz donemirrdc oldufu gibi
Osmanlt dor-iernir-rde de, iq hayati Orta Hisar denilen Persenibe Pazart
Caddesi gcvrcsinde yogunl agmrEtrr.

Beyollu'nun kuruluquna gelince, yrrllarr sLLr ote sinde "pera baiiarr"
denilen bolg.:de baqlanEgra baf;, bahqe ve rnezarhklar bulunuyordu.
Saray igoflaniarlnln yetistirilnresi igin Calataseray'tn inEa edilmesin-
den sonra burada yerleErne baqian-rrgtrr. II. Selim donerninde (r566-
rS7+) "Frenk Beyoilu" diye tanrnan, sul[antn gozdesi Venedikli
Aloisio Gritti'nin sarayrnln bulunduir-r Beyoilu bolgesinde zamanla
Avrupair eiqiler yazhk kogkler yaptrrmrglar, boylece sur otesi Beyoiiu
geligmiEtir. r5. ve r 6. yizyilarda Galata'ya yeni e[nik unsurlar katrl-
dr. Fatih, Venedikliler'e kargr Floransahlar'r desteklediginden r+63,
r520 arastnda Galatada Floransah ticaret evleri agrlmrgttr. Bunlann
yrlhk cirolan 6oo bin altrna yukseliyorciu. Fakat sonralan oniann
yerini Venedikliler alacaktrr. Galata, ceneviz doneminde oiduiu gibi,
Dogu ve Batr ticaret mallannrn, ozellikle Avrupa yunlu kumaglanyia
iran ipeilnin buyuk oigude mubadele edildigi bir antrepo durumun-
daydr; bu ticaret Ceneviz, Floransa ve Venedik cumhuriyetierinin
zenginlik kaynairnr olugturuyordu. Galata'ya yerleqen bagka bir etnik
grup Araplar'drr. r569'dan beri ozellikle r6ro tarihinde Endiiluslu
Arap goqmenleri Galata'ya kitle halinde yerleqtiler. Bu nedenie san
Domenico Kilisesi, Arap Camisi adryla tanrndr.

t8. yuzyrlda Galata'da Avrupahlar azdt. 19. yizytlda Avrupa iie
ticaretin buyrik geliqme gostermesi uzerine Avrupahlar Galata'da
yogun biqimde yerleqtiler. i84o'larda Charles White'ln gozlemine
gore;.hali vakti yerinde Turkier de ahgverilerini artrk istanbul'daki
Kapahqargr yerine Beyoilu'nda yapmaya bagladtiar. pera Buyuk Cad-
desi, Avrupa mallannrn sahldrlr maiazalann, Avrupai otel ve eilen-
ce yerlerinin faaliyette bulunduiu kozmopolit Beyoilu semtine vucut
verdi. r853-r855 Krnm savagr yrilannda bu sureg hrzlandr. ingilizier
bagta olarak Avrupahlar, kapituiasyonlar sayesinde Galata'yr gergek-
ten bir serbest liman haiine soktuiar. r855'te Pergembe Pazan, Voy-
voda Caddesi ve Karakoy bagta olmak uzere Galata, Avrupa mal-
lanntn ve bankalann yer aldrfir baghca ticaret merkezi haline gelince,
istanbui'un baqka semtlerinde yagayan Rum, Ermeni ve Yahudiler
akrn halinde Galata da toplanmaya bagladriar ve qehrin etnik yaplsl
bir kere daha degisti. Levanten denilen yeni kozmopolit bir tip ortaya
grktr. Bu donemde ozeliikle Beyoflu'nda yeni yeni kilise ve sinagogiar
rrr nr lrn l qtr r

r9z7 nufus saylmrnda Galata ve Beyof;lu'ndaki nufus
di: r45.r4o Mirsluman (nufusrrn "/"49.8o'1), a3.284 Rum
Yahudi (T"rr.o8),23.517 Ermeni (%8.c1), rg.793 Katolik
baEka Flrristiyanlar (%z.oB).
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I'he rnost important complr-,xes lkulliye) built by

1 and after Mehrned the Conqr.rercr during the
reisn of Bayezid II, were the hiiliiyes of N,tahmud
Pasha, N{urad Pasha, Gedik Ahmed Pasha,
Mustafa Pasha, Qandarh ibrahim Pasha and
Hadrm AIi Pasha. In time, new nahiyes emerged
around these kulliyes, which provided the ciry
with mosques, madrasas, schools, imarets and
other religious and social scrvices and by the
year r5oo, the rz nahiyes of Istanbr-rl already
canre into being. The intra.rnural Istanbul,
which covers an area of l3 kmr, cannot be
considered as a prototypical city organized in
concentric circles around a cih/ centre. The city
has instead develooed irr various nahiyes within
this hr-rge are:r, around krilliyes built by the
Sulian or his viziers. Each nahiye had a large
kLiiiiya at the centre and the districts in turn
de..'eloped arorrnd a mosque, church or
synagogr.l'i. 1-lrus, these e onrplexes re,fle cI a
patrimonial and hierarchical order in the city's
constitution. No vizier could build conrpte>res
larger. than thos" of thc Strltan. Common peoplr
r.vere only allowed to build mescits in the
distiicts. If we are to assign a "centre" for the
cinT of Istanbul, this centre should probably be
the port reqioit at the Golden Horn and the
marketplace where the Grand Bazaar was
locatpd Thc Pnrt reoion rha noitrt r-.f arrival of' " 6'""'
food and other goods by sea and the location of
huge trade halis and weighing r:lachines, and
the Grand Bazaar, the end point of the caravans,
were connected to each other by parallel streets.
Shops were situated on both sides of these
streets. As in the times of the Byzantine Empire,
tJris region was the most distinct shopping area
and the centre of Ottoman Istanbul. as it stili is
today.

The Isiamic city, like the city of the Antiquiry,
appears to consist of two parts. The economic
and social life of the city is focused around the
main temple and the main markeplace, both of
which have a highly planned and organized
character. Beyond the krilliyes lie the districts
iocated at random, where the inhabitants of the
city live. Ottoman Istanbul proper can be said to
have emerged during the reign of Bayezid iI,
when the popuiation of the city probabiy
reached 2oo,ooo in its tz districts. The intra-
mural Istanbul was the actual metropolitan area
at that time. Uski.idar, the end point of the
caravans coming from Asia, Galata, and Eyup
(Haslar), constituted separate towns. During the
rgth century, the Galata-Pera region expanded
rapidly to the north and overshaciowed oid
Istanbul. The transformation of the existing
summer resort area along the shores of
Osklidar-Kadikciv and Pendik into a
metropolitan city had to wait for the period
r95o-i99o. However, the function of the
Istanbul-Gaiata commercial area as the city's
centre did not change with any of these
deveiopments.

Undoubtedly, it was Mehmed the Conqueror
who laid the foundations of the T\rrkish city of
Isianbul. As the Waqfiyye says: "What reaily

On June r, r453, the Galata region, together with
most of its inhabitants and major buildings,
passed under Ottoman rule, after being granted
an ahdn6.me (a written document conferring the
bearer certain immunities) by Suitan Mehmed II.
With this ahdn6.me, the inhabitants of Galata
were granted an amdn, meaning that their iives
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\,ifndern qohirnilik de islanbul'da ilk kez Galata'da, Avrunaftlar,rn bas-ar vLrrraL(lri\ uL lJtqrluuruq lltr NL{. \Jcrlq.LctL,l

krsrvla serceklesti. Sokaklart karanlrk carnrrr icindo srrclrr vp diten-.Lrrrrrr\, \qrrrL{i r\rrru:, JLr\ru vc LtI

ciyie doiu Galata-Beyoglu , fis7 'de Avrupai bir belediyeye kavrisLu
Krrrttlan hplcdirre mecliqi opljr l4.tr-rl'].'' \/.r.Ffr.ir- crrrlrr rrrlzrlrlr\Lrr urclrr ucLcury ^^^ .,ctlltaKtidl L yalat[_, ^: y,^-,,_],
senis Caddeler acrldr'fprn!zlik y- -.'.1 '-l-+*^;-lori nlo IIrnjr.hirELtrtf LcruuLr\ L Gvrrur, L!rltrz,rrr\ vE dyLif lll,dLILId- l5i- L.rrrrsr, ulr

belediye zabltast kuruldu. Fzrkat yabancrlarrn, bu belediye meclisini
tatnamtyla otonotn bir idare haline geLirmeye kalkrqrnast, Osmanll
h iil,ii rn atirrl o nr I r qnr eI :r r:r col rahiyp 1- \/p rrta cr".fe oogikmed i.rruaqrs JUULUIjLL v!!tllLNLg 

5C

t{aliq uzerinde Istanbul-Galata arast trafik baghca kayiklarla yaprhrdr
Halic uzerinde ilk koprii, rE35'da Azep-kapr ile Un-kapanl arasrrrda
vanrldr. rBt6'd3 k'rralzArr'den Rar;6flu'na filnel insa edtldi Rrr firnel,/,.r^.-.^. v5ru rlq LL(trLr lrtt<r Lurrur, uq Lut

dunyadaki ilk tirnellerden biridir.

KA\'IIAKQA:

[. de .\micis, Consl"rniinopol:, Mil.,nc, 1878; ing.cev
tE96.

M. H. Landsdale, Philadelphia, 
]

and property were guaranteed by the Sultan
in accordance with the ruies of rhe Islamic
religion. This ahdn6rne however, is by no
mcans a document granting a right of
aLrtonomy r,vith respect to intern.ll ntatters, as
it l:as generally been strggtsted by ihe
foreigners from Fir-rrope and the Levantines
during the rgth century. After the submission
of Calata, the Sultern immeCiately appointed a
vo'yvoda (governor) and a kadr, thus
establishing direct Ottoman rule in the town.
During the period of the Byzantine Ernpire,
the Genoese had turned Galata into an
independent Genoese colony by encircling the
town with strong city walls. Undc-r the rr-rle of
the Ottomans however, this status of the to.arn
was changed completely. According to the
nrr^--- .-t,.-- +L^ -^". ri..^l:*vLLvrrrqrl LsrrJrrJ u! r.l)), Lll< llutt-lvluJitlft

popr-rlation of Galata consisted of three
categories. The first category included the
Genoese and Venetian merchants who were
Iiving in the to'^/n temporarily. The second
cateqory comprise<i the native Cenoese who
accepted Ottoman nationality an.l the third
and last caregory w3s composeC of the
Greeks, Iews and Armenians who were settled
in the tov.'n since the times of the Genoese.
'fhe Genoese merchants had been Erantcd
capittrlations (gr.rarantees for residence ancl
fr:rir\ rnd the rect nF rh,' (lonneqo nannlo
heeamc qrrhieet t^ thA Ott^menc lil.p tha
other zimmi peoples, non-Musiinr subjects of
the Empire. Mehmed the Conqueror gave
special importance to ensuring that Galata
remained a busy comrnercial port, as in
previous times. With this objective in mind,
he deciared that the inhabitants who left the
town would be given back their houses and
property if they returned within three months.
The census of r455 indicates that some
people actually returned. Weaithy Genoese
and Greeks constituted a substantial portion
of the runaways. There were only fwo
Armenians among them and no jews at all.
Obviously, the Jews, Armenians and Greeks,
who were against the Genoese govemment,
had been influential in the submission of the
town to ttre Ottomans. With the increase of
population and the establishment of new
<iistricts during the Genoese period, new walls
were built around the town, thus tuming
Galata into a castle w'ith five sections. The
Suitan ordered that some portions of the land
walls of Galata be partially demolished for
reasons of security. However, the town
fundamentally preserved its topography of
Genoese times. The initial Genoese core of the
town, the area between Azep-kapr and
Karakoy, expanded over time towards the Big
Tower, and remained as the most lively
commercial area of Gaiata during the
Ottoman period. This section of the city
comprised the Old Logia and t}e New Logia of
the Genoese and the major churches of the
Latins such as St Michael, St Francis, St Anne,
St Mary, St Domenic and St Zani. The Jews
were settled in the Karakoy-Yiiksekkaldrnm
area to the east of the first city walls and the
Greeks lived within the area between the
Galata Tower and the first Genoese walls as
well as on the Golden Horn berween Karakoy
and Tophane, whereas the Armenians were
settled on the slope behind. According to the
r455 census, the Greeks constituted the
largest group in Galata. The second largest
group were the Latins (Genoese, Venetians
and Catalans). The Armenians ranked third
and the jews last. The settlement process of
'Jre Thrks in Galata continued for nearly half a
^dhh,^' rl-'o., nvofon.d to Seftle in the
scarcely popuiated western sections of the
town. Naval azeb soldiers, captains and the
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Jannisaries who had duties at and around the
Galata tower, were the first ones to settle. A
soJ (mohair) trader from Ankara, a frrr trader,
a harnarn owner, a blacksmith and a nakku5
(miniature painter) were anlorrg the first
civilian Ttrrkish inhabitants of the tn',rrn.
Throughout the period, Galata rapidly became
Turkish. The Waq..ltiyye of r4Bt reports 20
Tr-rrkish districts, as compared to r3 Italiarr,
eight Greek and six Arnrenian ones. The rd78
census of Gaiata made bv Kadr Muhviddin
yielded the following results: There were a

total of 592 Greek-Orthodox, 535 Muslim, 332
Latin (Efrenciyan or Catholic Europeans) ar.rd
5z Armenian households within the iown of
Calata. These figlrres reveal that in as early as
the year r478, 49.8o% of Galata's poprrlation
consisted of Muslirns. The settiement of
Christians in Muslim districts was prohibited.
However, merchants and artisans of all
religions worked jointll' within the sanre
marketplace or guild.

Another important consequence of rhe
Conquest was to integrate Galata into the city
nf i<tenhrrl in orront a.l-+^ ,,,:.L ;.^

J d>P<l(. udtdLd, wttrl Lr>

active commerce and Western life style, has
been a gate connecting lstanbrrl to Europe. As
Tursun Bey, the historian of lvlehmed the
Conqueror once said, "If you '-uish to go from
Istanbul to Europe (that is, Galata), the only
thing you have to do is to pay one akge to the
boatman." Records kept at the Genoese notary
public of Galata between r453-r49o, reveal
that the city did not experience much change
with respect to its civil iife and free rrade
under the Ottoman rule. The Genoese
community subject to the Ottcman Empire
were given the name Magniftca Conunitd di
Pera and'were granted autonomy in their
intemal mafters, under the direction of a
protegeros (kethrida). in the.r54os, Riistem
Pasha built a bedestan and'a han in place of
the old St Michele church, thus setting up a
secure comrrrercial centre for big merchants
and their imported goods. The town of Galata
was at lhe same time ihe major warehouse
for Aegean products such as olive oil and
wine. After the emergence of the Kasrmpaqa
region in the r5th century as the major
dockyard and the base of the Ottoman fleet
Galata also became a major centre for s.a.rien
and nava] crafts. The European Catholic
population of Galata in ttre early r 7th century
has been estimated at rroo people. However,
the 5oo manumitted captives and the zooo
Catholic prisoners kept at the dungeons of the
Ottoman arsenal must be included within this
figure. ln r765 the European population
consisted of a very small group made by r 7
Germans, 33 French, r3 Italians. The court
records of Galata reveal that these foreigners
appiied to the kadr of Galata for matters
related to their personal affairs. During the
Ottoman period, as it was in the times of the
Genoese, the business life of the town was
focused around the Pergembe Pazan Steet,
cailed the Orta Hisar.

As for the establishment of Beyoflu, the area
around the Pera vineyards on the other side of
the Upper Walls, where later on the Beyollu
district emerged, originally consisted of
gardens, vineyards and cemeteries. Settlement
in this area took start after the construction of
the Galatasaray for the education of the
igojlans (page) for the Sujtan's Palace. The
Beyoiiu region, where the palace of the
Venetian Aloisio Gritti, one of the favourites of
the Sultan Seiim iI (r566-r574), was located,
was later embellished with the pavilions of
European ambassadors and expancied beyond

the city walls. During the r5rh and r6th
centuries, new ethnic groups jorned the
town of Galata. Between r463-r5zo, new
commercial houses were establishecl in
Calata by the merrchanis of Florence,
encouraged by Mehmed the Conqueror's
policy to support Florence against \i'enice.
T'he annual turnover of these commercial
houses reachei 5oo,ooo gold coins. Later
on, however, they were replaced by the
Venetians. Throu3hout the pcriod, Galata
remained as a cornrnercial centre, where
the products of the East and the West,
narrrely European woolen cloth and Persian
silk cloth, were exchanged. This trade was
rhe major sorlrce of wealth for the ciry
stales of Genoa, Florence and Venice.
Another ethnic group to settle in Galata
were the Arabs. Starting .,vith r569 and
especially in the year r6ro, masses of Arab
immigrants from Andalusia settled in
Galata. After this event, the St Donrenic
Church began to be callcd the Arap Canri
(Mosque of the Arabs).

There were few Europeans in Galata in the
r8th century. However, during the lgth
century, with the rapid expansion of trade
with Europe, they :rlso began to settle in
Calata. According to the observarions of
Charles White, in the r84os, the well-to-do
Ttrrkish inhabitants of the city started to do
their shopping in Beyoilu instead of the old
Crand Bazaar. La Grande Rue de Ptira became
the heart of the cosmopolitan Beyollu
district, where shops seliing European
goods and hotels and pubs in European
fashion were situated. During the r853-
r855 Crimean War this process gained
further momentum. The Europeans and
especiaily the British, thanks to the
privileges they were granted, turned Gajata
into an actual free port. By the year t855,
the region of Galata and especially its
Pergembe Pazan, Voyvoda Street and
Karakoy sections, had already been
kansformed into a major commercial cente
where European shops and financial
institutions were located. This new
development of Galata attracted masses of
Greeks, Armenians and Jews, who were
previously living in other districts of
Istanbul and the ethnic makeup of the city
changed once more. A new cosmopolitan
type called "Levantine" emerged. lt is
known that new churches and synagogues
were built in Beyoflu during this period.

According to the r9z7 census, the
composition of Galata's population was as
follows: r45,r40 Muslims (49.8o% of the
total population), 53,284 Greeks (zt.7z%),
32,277 Jews (r r.o8%), z3,St7 Armenians
(8.o7%), 19,793 Catholics (6.2g%) and 6,o59
other Christians (2.o8%).

Modem municipaiity in Istanbul was for the
first time implemented in the Galata region,
imposed by the Europeans. In the year
r857, the Galata-Beyoflu region with its
dark and muddy sreets crowded with
criminals and beggars, changed under a
municipal administrarion in European
fashion. The municipai administration set
up new sources of revenue, demolished the
inner city wails, built new and broad
avenues, established public cleaning and
lighting services and founded a municipal
poiice organization. However, the attempts
of the Europeans to convert the Municipal
Council into an autonomous administration
resulted in Cisputes with the Ottoman
government.
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