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This primitive population of Babylo-
nia, called Akkadian by Hincks, Sume-
rian by Oppert, had spoken an agglu-
tinative language similar to that of the
Turks or Finns, and had been the
founders of Babylonian civilization.
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For these views Oppert found sup-
port in the tablets of the library of Ni-
neveh, a large part of which consists
oftranslations from the older Ilan-

guage into Semitic Assyrian, as well
as of comparative grammars ,vocabu-

laries and reading-books in the two
languages.
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Once more the Semitic scholars pro-
tested. Therewas no end to the ex-
travagant fantasies of the Assyriolo-
gists ! The learned world was com-
fortably convinced that none but a
Semitic or Aryan people could have
been the originators of civilization,
and to assert that the Semites had
borrowed their culturefrom a race
which seemed to have affinities
with Mongols or Tatars was an out-
rage upon established prejudices.
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In these Oppert showed, what Hincks
and Rawlinson had alreadypointed
out, that the peculiarities of the As-
syrian syllabary were due not only to
its pictorial origin but also to the fact
that it had been invented by a non-
Semitic people.
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Not only had the civilization of the
Euphrates and Tigris originated
amongst a race that spoke an agglu-
tinative language, and therefore was
neitherAryan nor Semitic, the civiliza-
tion of the SemiticBabylonians and

Assyrians was borrowed  from
this older civilization along with the
cuneiform system of writing. It

seemed impossible that so revolu-
tionary a doctrine could be true, and
Semitic  philologistsnaturally  de-
nounced it.
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It was hard to part with the prejudic-
es of early education ,especially when
they were called upon to do so by
a small group of men whose method
of deciphermentwas an enigma to the
ordinary grammarian, and who were
introducing new and dangerous prin-
ciples intothe study of the extinct
Semitic tongues The method of deci-

pherment was nevertheless a sound
one, and the result, which seemed so
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The Semitic philologist was more cer-
tainthan ever that Assyrian deci-
pherment was the folly of a few “un-
trained ” amateurs, and could safely
be disregarded But the little band of

Assyriologists pursued their labours
undisturbed.
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In 1855-6 Hincks published a most
remarkable series of articles in the
Journal ofSacred Literature, in which
the various forms of the Assyrian verb
were analyzed and given once for
all The work has never had to be re-

peated, and the foundations of Assyr-
ian grammar were solidly laid A few

years later (in i860) a complete
grammar of the language was pub-
lished by Oppert
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whosetype of language was that of
the Finn, of the Magyaror the Japa-
nese.
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incredible and impossible when first
announced, is now one of the assured
facts of science.
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when civilization first grew up there,
there is nosign or trace of the lan-
guages we call inflectional The

speakers of Aryan dialects, whom we
find in classical times in Media or Per-
sia or North-Western India, belong to
a later epoch; the old belief in theAsi-
atic cradle of the Aryan tongues has
long since been given up by the an-
thropologist and comparative philolo-
gist.and it is recognized that if we are

to look for it anywhere it must be in
Eastern Europe. TheSemitic lan-
guages are equally absent ; the tide
of Semitic speech which eventually
overflowed Babylonia surged north-

ward and eastward into Assyria
and Elam, but never succeeded in
passing Susiana, and was finally driv-
en again from the ground it had
oncegained there. The home of the
Semite lay to thewest and not to the
east of the Babylonian plain Babylo-

nian culture owed its origin to a race



equal terms, and in each case the in-
vasion of the so-called Scythian
hordes from the plains of Eastern Eu-
rope had much to do with the result.
5591 Gysblal bt b olie (ly CugS bgi
P 9N (oo g plp oy 0 Sley ol b aS
@l 5o (B byl sl clos l blSw poe )L ye

S o g0l il o s
The founders of Armenian civilization
and of the cities of the Armenian
plateau had no connection with
the Indo-European family. Their type
of language corresponded with that
which distinguishes most of the actual
languages of the Caucasus, though
no genetic relationship is traceable
between them.
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The break with the past, however,
occasioned by the irruption of the In-
do-European invaders, was so great

that notonly did the older language
become extinct and forgotten but

even the tradition of the older civiliza-
tion was also lost.
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The existence of a language of the
Caucasian typein Armenia, and its
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The main fact which has thus been
the Armenians of disclosed is that
to history—the Aryan tribes, that is
say, who spoke an Indo-European
not enter the country language—did
place and establish themselves in the

of its older rulers before the end of
the seventhcentury before our era
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The fall of the Vannic
chy seems to have coincided with the
fall of the Assyrian Empire, with which
it had once contendedon almost
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A certain amount of this Hittite lan-
guage of Arzawa can be deciphered,
thanks to those same determina-
tives and ideographs which have as-
sisted so materially towards the deci-
pherment of the Vannic texts, and
more especially to the recurrence in
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association with a powerful
dom and an advanced culture, is not
the only revelation of the kind that we
owe to cuneiform decipherment.
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We have learned that at a much ear-
lier epochNorthern Mesopotamia was
occupied by a people who spoke a
language of similar type but of far
more complicated form ; and that
here, too, the language in question
was accompanied by a high civiliza-
tion, a powerful monarchy, and the
use of the cuneiform syllabary. The
monarchy was that of Mitanni, and its
culture and script had been borrowed
from Babyloniain the age of Khammu-
rabi, instead of fromAssyria in the age
of Assur-natsir-pal.
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Its rulers had descended upon it from
the highlands of Armenia and the
Caucasus
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Cyprus is more likely than any other
part of the

world to have been the meeting-point
of Babylonian

culture and the nascent civilization of
the West.

ok 5o sl abi o gl e ol Jlisl 4 w8
el a8l wlgi o3l oljes g b Kie 3 D e
Obl Qb b ped 5099 58] daigh (o0 e 5 02
Sl ar (s 5 058 4 ero bl o (o 5l L
Aidg bbb Cod po by sil 995 0w,
Fyooad S gloll Gulul e S0 j9dg
6 g Wog ool 4 Cpplanls LS wsF o Ll ]
I op b se CuSl cov ulaldd L6 pan
D9 Ll T il o] ylalis

The name of Artamanya is not Semit-
ic; neither is it Egyptian. The fact
brings us to one of the mostinterest-
ing and unexpected results of the de-
cipherment of the Tel el-Amarna cor-
respondence. And this is that the rul-
ing caste in the Palestine of theMosaic
age was largely of Hittite origin, or
had comefrom those countries of the
north whose population was related in
blood and language to the Hittites

of Asia Minor.
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the two Tel el-Amarnaletters of
phrases that are common to the
whole correspondence The new tab-

let, however, is more than usually
helpful, since it contains Assyrian
words and grammatical forms which
in parallel passages of the same text
are replaced by native equivalents.
Inthis way a sketch of Arzawan
grammar can now be made, as well
as a list of Arzawan words. Thelan-
guage which is thus disclosed is of an
Asianictype, with features that remind
us of Lycian onthe one side, and of
Mitannian and Vannic onthe other.
But in what may be termed the fun-
damentals of grammar it agrees with
Mitannian and Vannic.
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Amarnatablets, where it has hitherto
been misunderstood
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Jebusites, from whom Jerusalem
its name in the age of the took
Israelitish conquest, were
probably the descendants of the
followers of theHittite Arzawaya
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lately succeeded in deciphering I have

which have so long their inscriptions

baffled our attempts to read
and one result of my them

an decipherment is the discovery of
unexpected fact
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was I find that the name of Hittite
confined to that portion of the race
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Minor itself, of the Taurus. In Asia
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Kas over which was the kingdom of
the Hittite lords of Boghaz
claimed to rule, and it is still as Keui
they are entitled on kings of Kas that

the monuments of
though here they also ,Carchemish

The Hittite acknowledge the name of
name of Kas is met with in the Tel el-
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