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At chapter twelve “ Semantical and morphological
classification of toponymy” I have tried to give the
different meanings which a name may bear and
examples from National Gazeteer of Iran is given.

(3

At chapter thirteen “ grammatical classification of
toponymy “ we see the role of words in a name and
the structure of a toponymic unit is classified
accordingly.

At chapter fourteen “ Semantic elements of
toponymy “ I have tried to classify geographical
names upon existing semantic elements in it.

At chapter fifteen” Language of toponymy and
toponyms of Iran ““ I have paid a look at the different
languages and their area and the very influence of
language over the toponymy.

At the end a short glossary of toponymy terms in
english with explanation in persian are presented to
the readers.

F.R.Alamdari
Tehran, 2015



At chapter five “ Toponymy and linguistic *“ the
efforts of linguists to clear the theoretical and
practical aspects of toponymy are revealed.

At chapter six “Toponymy and Cartography” the
current problem of names at maps are studied.
Specially the problem of standardzation of named
which is directed by UN is presented.

At chapter seven “ Toponymic sources “ different
sources including written , verbal , contemporary
and sources of neighbour countries are presented.

At chapter eight “ Principles and methods of
toponymic studies “ we see the different ways of
collecting data and the importance of classification
and processing of these informations.

g3

At chapter nine *“ Main branches of toponymy
including names of water sources , dwelling place
and feature are classified and looked over in details.

At chapter ten ““ Subjective branches of toponymy *
a classification based upon the subject of toponymy
including general toponymy,theoretical toponymy,
comparative toponymy and special toponymy is
studied.

At chapter eleven ““ Nominational classification of
toponymy” we see the geographic names with a
Nomenclature and without it .



overall attention to domestic Toponymy and defines
the titles with examples.

Iran has an old civilisation background and many
different tribes, people and states has appeared and
disappeared in this land , where we could see their
trace in our toponyms . On the other side many
different languages are used and has existed within
our lands,so these toponymies should be carefully
and comparatively studied .

We hope that this survey persuades many young and
energetic scholars in Iran to apply to the subject.

At first chapter called *“ What is toponymy?” I try to
explain the meaning of Toponymy and its relation
with Geographical Names.

At chapter two ““ History of toponymic studies in
Iran” the suject is reseached and sources are
quoted.

At chapter three “Toponymy and geography
Relation between two fields is studied, while some
ancient writer and sources are presented.

At chapter four *“ Toponymy and history ” the
historic background of geographical names and
their heritage to culture of the owners are revealed.



INTRODUCTION

Toponymy considers to be a new subject in Iran . As
a matter of fact the number of researches on this
subject doesn’t exceed three or four. Although the
very subject is more than a century old in Western
World.

Toponymy  studies theory and practice of
Geographic Names. In this respect it has a history
and current life. Not like the other aspects of
language Toponymy changes very little and keeps its
identification through years.Therefore collecting
Toponyms of a country or region and studying them
reveals new information on the past and present of
the subject. Nomination and naming places and
features is as old as human civilisation . Historians,
Linguists and other scholars believ that human
identifies a geograpnic featrue simply by naming it .

Toponymy is in direct correlation with Geography,
Linguistic ,History, Anthropology and many other
humaan sciences. And it has its own methods and
subjects.

This survey not only studies the theories and
principles of Toponymy in general , but it pays an
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